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"0 THE 


E A R L of — 


My LORD, 


I Am fully frninlied your motive for go- 
ing into any enquiry after the concerns 
of Society, is with a view to promote 


its welfare: and that your ſyſtem of 


Ethics is not merely a ſet of ideas float- 
ing in the imagination, but a heart touch- 


Ar 


ed with good-will to men: happy ſhould 


I be to give you any information that 


may lead to the advancement of your 


favourite object; the good of mankind. 


There are many reaſons to believe, that 


the late mercantile diſtrefles that have 


made fo much noiſe, have not entirely 
ariſen from the conduct of any one, 
| * „ 


Ge + ” WS | 
two or three individuals : indeed the 
failure of a few conſiderable perſons 
| amongſt that important body of men, 
may have been the cauſe of producing | 
the diſorders that hitherto have appear- 
ed; but the preſent critical ſituation of 
the trading part of this nation; muſt 
have originated from more general cauſes 
than the inſolvency of a few houſes of 
buſineſs (however capital in their profel- 
fions) could poflibly occaſion: earneſtly 
do Iwiſh to find myſelf miſtaken in the 
ſymptoms that already indicate to my 

poor apprehenſion the appearance of a 
great degree of : diſtreſs, to a very large 

proportion of the Engliſh Manufacturers 
and Traders: and if upon a very cloſe 
examination, there ſhould be found in 
the ſituation: of the affairs of this coun- 
ty, ſome general cauſes, which, in their 
very nature, "muſt produce difficulties to 
the trading part of it; the conſequences | 


ank ſo N be as to induce | 
thoſe 


„ 


thoſe it concerns to attend to the wel- 


fare of their country, before the evils 
that might ſo juſtly be apprehended 
break 98 and ſpread too wide for a 


remedy... „„ WF, 


"4 ks be 3 not to Sack 7 


grievances which did not exiſt, or to 
trouble your Lordſhip with the appre- 
henfion of evils that were groundleſs to 
expect. But if it be true, that the Whole 
of this iſland is to be conſidered as a 
commercial country, and can only flou- 


riſh while trade is proſperous, every man 


that feels himſelf attached to the Land 


of his nativity, cannot totally diveſt him- 
ſelf of his fears for the general welfare 


of his country, when he ſees difficulties 


and diſtreſs falling upon the induſtrious 
Manufacturer and the frugal Trader in 
almoſt every part of the kingdom: this 
being at preſent more generally the caſe 
in Scotland, than it already appears to 

B 2 be 
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155 4 3 
bei in u England, 1 mall confine EY 1 
have the honour to write to your Lord- 


— * £ 


mp on this occalion, | to > that Country. 


It is not many years fince Trade, in 


its progreſs through the World, firſt en- 


tered Scotland in any general degree, 


and of courſe the Inhabitants were in 
the ſame ſituation as thoſe of every other 
country, where the various branches of 
commerce are in their infancy: property 
is but in few hands; and thoſe that be- 
take themſelves to Manufactures and 
Trade, muſt; of conſequence, be greatly 
indebted to the alliſtance of Credit. 
England was favoured with very fingu- ; 
hr advantages in the firſt planting , of 
many of her moſt” valuable Manufac- 
tures: the perſecutions on the Continent 
dent her over a aghitode of b hands, not 


% IF LA 


fefſed, but many of We with property 


ſufficient to mind it with advantage. The 


A . Manu- 


45 £3] D 
n of Scotland had no ſuch 
favourable circumſtance to give frength 
to their firſt commencement : they had | 
not only their Artiſts to inſtruct, but to 
ſupport their, induſtry, with the means of 
ſucceſs; and ſome of the Public Banks 
were inſtituted with the deſign of encou- 
raging the increaſe of theſe ſt uſeful 
orders of men in ſociety ; and ſums of 
money were lent by the Banks to all 
degrees of Manufacturers and Traders; 
and probably there are few Countries 
where the eſtabliſhment of. both. hath 
become 'more general within the, fame 
pace of time. W 

The increaſe f as trading people 
gave riſe to private Banks in many parts: 
of the country, WhO from motives of 
profit adminiſtered aid to the labours of | 
the induſtrious; and by theſe means 
within the ſpace of à few years, Na- 
nufactures were to be ſcen in a very 
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© ſpiral degree through moſt parts of 
the country, and from all ſtates of ma- 
| turity from the bud to the fruit. $45 | 
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= be 1 pride by all _- TY 
Ties of life, and the frugality of the 
mhabitants, made ſeveral Branches of | 
Manufactures | attended with tolerable 


+ ſucceks ; - and the conveniency of the 


Seo fea-ports, with which Scotland a- 
| bounds, opened an eaſy paſſage to every 
market where the articles of Britiſh Ma- 
nufacture were faleable ; ; and the ſhare 
which the inhabitants of this part of the 
kingdom had in the conqueſts of the late 
War, gave. them a juſt title to. partake 
of all the branches of commerce that 
followed the national victories; and the 
valuable returns that were then, and ſtill 
continue to be brought to Scotland, make 
no inconfiderable part of the annual i im- 
N into the whole iſland. 5 


4. 37 
The ſucceſs which the Providence of 
the Almighty. favoured us with, in the 


- bite war, extended our general com- 


merce ſo far beyond its ufual degree, 
that the Capitals of the - moſt wealthy 
parts of the Kingdom became diſpro- 
| portioned to the amount of their deal 
ings, and the deficiency was 1 ſapplied by 
the eſtabliſhed Credit of our Bills of 


Exchange, both foreign and domeſtic z 


foreign, betwixt London and the other 
trading Cities in Europe; domeſtic, be- 

twixt the trading Towns in Britain and 
the Capital: not only the Merchants in 
this and ſeveral other Countries raifed 
large ſums upon the Credit of their Bills 
of Exchange, but even the Contractors 
of Supplies for the Armies, and the Fi- 
nanciers of Princes, anticipated their real 


| Funds by the Circulation of Bills:-af Bas 


change. The great number of conſider 
able Merchants in Amfterdam, Ham- 
burg, and ſome other of the chief tra- 
B * e 
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, ing en that filed: at the end of the 
| kate war, was occafioned by the accu- 
mulated burthen of their Circulation; 
concurring with the quantities of baſe 
Coin, forced into their hands, from the 
ſeat of the war, in payment for their 
Merchandize. This affords a proof that 
no part of Britain was either the firſt, or 
the deepeſt engaged in this viſionary 
method of raiſing money, by circulating 


cauſe in real buſineſs for the negotiating 
of ſuch bills; a practice which appears 
by its conſequences, to be ever attended 
with ſuch an expence from the addition 
of Commiſſion to the Intereſt of Money, 

and alſo of ſuch a riſque from the com- 
mon accidents to which x people i in trade 
are expoſed, that one may venture to 
n upon the experience of the 
times hat are paſt, that the advantages 
of none of the branches of trade com- 
monly known amongſt us, are equa} to 


TE 9 1] 
e te expence and hazard of. raiſing money. | 
| to. ſuppor t them by t US 2 Cd: 
alata muſt in the end, prove in 
ous to the Intereſt; if not ruinous to the 
Credit of — n an led — 7 


for any — ig — 
Trade. This may make it a matter 
; ſurprize,. how ſo many men ot pe 
ence in buſineſs, became ſo deeply 4 
gaged in a practice that concluded ſo 
much againſt; their intereſt?; IT would nov 
recal your attention to the- ſituation of 
this Country in the late war, when it 
partook of the general increaſe of com- 
merce that ſpread over the whole iſland: 
with the trade of the country the buſi- 
neſs of all the Banking Companies be- 
came greatly extended; ſome of the 
private Banks were raiſed into a ſtate of 
rivalſhip with the public Banks, and the 
Notes of both being as current as Money, 


jw 7 


it afforded opportunities for the Mana- 
gers of one Bank, running upon thoſe of 
another, for large ſums of Specie in pay- 
mont of the Notes they had collected, 


for the purpoſe of obliging their rivals to 
contract che extent of their Notes that 
flued from them as the currency of the 


coduntry: meaſures of this nature made it 


neceſſary for the Banks, to avail them 


ſelves of an optional clauſe in their Notes, 
on demand, or to ac- 
cept them, payable with intereſt, at the 
end of fix months, from the day they 


were preſented for payment: the num- 


berleſs inconveniencies this occaſioned, 

vas productive of an Act of Parliament 

to prevent the ill effects the public had 

„„ all — Foquont: uſe of this 
„ bee 80 bnd | 
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Banks, and the more the Notes of any 


of the Banks ingroſſed of the currency 
of the country, the greater hazard they 


run of having ſudden demands made 
upon them, this obliged them to keep i in 
the hands of their Caſhiers, large ſums 
of Specie to guard their Credit; but 
to prevent their being expoſed to dan- 
ger, the Banks in general began to call 
in the ſums they had lent to the people 


in trade, not many of whom were yet 
arrived at that degree of independency 
in their circumſtances, as to enable them 
to repay the money without contracting 
their buſineſs; in many branches of the 


Manufactures, a certain ſum of money is 
_ ſunk from the firſt commencement, in 


the Building and Implements neceſſary 
for carrying it on; the reſt of the capital 
is employed in the Article to be manu- 
factured, and truſted out into the hands. 
of the purchaſers of the goods when 
finiſhed, and cuftom has ſo generally 


a che time of payment betwixt the 


Manu- 
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g | ManufaQurer and Merchant in every 
article, that it becomes a neceſſary part 


of the capital required by every trader, 


in proportion to the extent of his deal- 


ings: the Manufacturies of this country 
1 too lately originated from the mo- 


: | ney. lent them. from the Banks, to enable 


them to repay..it out of their profits; of 


| courſe i it could; only. be done out of the 
fun employed i in the materials they, ma- 
nufactured; this at once diſproportioned 
their buſineſs to the value ſunk! in the 


accommodations it. required, as well as 


to the number of hands engaged for 
carrying it an, many of whom could not 

15 be diſcharged, being apprentices per 
3 n tured for 2 me e Te 


A w* 2% 5 4. 


4 0 3 3 wich, — as 
3 are many perſons in the Mer- 


cantile. Branches, who, had gone into 


them with the money commor 


the Banks upon nnn and when 
the Banks began to call in the ſums they 


* 


> 


| 
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2 "om that time. were 4 number of - 
Manufacturers and Traders reduced to 
the alternative of either contracting their 
different branches to ſuch a degree, as 
would lay them under Sreat diſadvan- 
tages, or find ſome means of providing 
a ſum ſufficient to replace that which 


they were obliged to eh to * 
Banks. . 1 


In a, country whore ManufaQuries and 
Trade prevail, more or leſs, almoſt in 
every Village and Town in it, there 


muſt be a great number of people whoſe 


property is equal to the extent of the 


buſineſs they are engaged in, or who 
are at leaſt independent of ſuch demands 


upon them, as may prove to any mate- 
rial degree hurtful to their intereſt, this 
is made more generally the caſe, by a 
wiſe cuſtom that prevails-almoſt over all 
Scotland, but to the greateſt n in 
the 0 of Glaſgows 


When 
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When a branch of trade appears to 
»e beneficial, it is rarely attempted by a 
ſingle perſon; a number of people in 


various ways of buſineſs]j join together and 
eech pay in their ſhare of the ſtock it re- 

© quires, and the perfon they think fit to 
conduct it, does it under the inſpection 
of che reſt: if it proves unſucceſsful, and 
they agree to decline it, upon the con- 
cluſion of the buſineſs each ſubmits to 
huis proportion of the loſs, which rarely 
hbuappens to be ſuch, as to prove any in- 


terruption to the other branches in which 
any of them may be concerned with 
better ſucceſs : for whatever ſhare may 
belong to each partner, the ca pitals of 


thoſe companies are almoſt always effec- 


tive, and proportioned to the buſineſs 


they intend to carry on: this excellent 


cuſtom has many Other good effects; the 


* 


Adeſigns of one man is by this means 
known to many, which not only checks 


the many hazardous enterpriges that the 
ſanguine 


15 1] 


ſanguine hopes 1 individuals in every 
country, are found to lead them into, 
but it gives every ſeparate undertaking 
the advantage of the experience of ma- 
ny men: a practice like this muſt erer 
give ſecurity to a trading country, and 
Jhave heard of none here it fo gene ö 
— e as in as 


2 
* 


But to return to any proportion al hs. 5 


Manyfacturers and Merchants of this 
country that are moſt involved in the 
preſent diſtreſs: in common with the 
whole kingdom chey had, with the in- 
creaſe of their ſucceſs, gradually exten 
ded their dealings, and at the conclu- 
ſion of the late war a great amount of 
their property was left in moſt of the _ 
Colonies + and conqueſts of the nation; 
this had already led them into a ne- 
ceffity of imitating their neighbours in 
England and upon the continent of Eu- 


e, in having recourſe to the Credit 
of 


e 

ft "ER Bills of Exchange, to raiſe the 

ums they could not immediately com- 

| nba from abroad in payment of their 

effects; and when the Banks began to 
call in che ſums they had hitherto libe- 
rally and uniformly lent to people in 
rade, they were led, by an almoſt un- 
avoidable conſequence, to avail them- 
| ſelves of the uſe of their Credit in Lon- 
don; and as the generality of the Ma- 
mofactories and Trade in Scotland, was 
in a very thriving ſtate, their Factors 
and Correſpondents in London very rea- 
ay allowed — _ accommodation 
_— e er 


2 


S800 er w_ be of the war, 
other more general cauſe of neceſſity 
aroſe. The Manufacture of Linnens in 
Scotland, may be confidered as much 
the Staple of that country, as Woollens 
-are in England; the value of Linnens 
N nga df amped for ſale in Scotland, 

85 . amounted 


amounted © in he year. Oe to Jai a 2 * 
million ſterling. When the peace leſt 

all the foreign Manufactories at liberty 
to avail themſelyes of the low. r 


— 


4 


labour in their countries, the Scotch Lin- 
nens ceaſed to be demanded at many of. 
the Markets to which they had been 
ſent during the-war, and they were not 
only rivalled in their Sale at foreign 
i Markets, but were alſo deprived. of the 
opportunity of ſupplying the conſump- 
tion of our own country. The Duty, 
chargeable on the Importatian: of foreign os” 
Linnens, not bearing any proportion to 
"the difference in the price of N 
and the value of money at bome, and in 
thoſe countries where foreign Linnens 
” are made: f theſe, are therefore very cur- 1 | 
rent in their ſale, for almoſt, every pur- 17s 
poſe of our own conſumption, . While 
the Linnen made i in England, Ireland, 
and Scotland is crouded up in the Ware 


80 houſes of the Manufacturers and their 
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Agents. From this cauſe numbers of 
ine 


the working People belonging 10 th 
branch of TY are pe 17 Bret” 


ditficulties and di ftreſs, And their Iz Hs N 


ployers incapable of i giving chem relief: 
Manufacturer is Ai g 0 labour, © 
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the Banks, "wa s naturally Þ productive of 
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A few years ago, the Bank of England 
refuſed to diſcount the general run of Bills 
drawn upon; the; Factors for Scotland in . 
London; this would have interrupted in 
a great, meaſure, the currency of the et- 
culation of theſe, Bllls, had not the Ban- 
„andi accepted) che] Drafts of the priyates f 
Bankers in Scotland, ho veſted in their 
hands, as the fund for their rèimburſe- 
ment, the Bills drawn by the various 
Manufacturers and Traders upon their . 
SY in; Londot mand theoBills upon? — 
ank unexceptiqnable at the = 4 
Bank. of England, the courſe of this bye 
ſineſg 


long ago have placed them'in'ecafy cir- 
-  cumſtances; had they only been liable to 
1 pay fimple intereſt on the ſums they 
required. Many of the private Bankers 5 
in Edinburgh, whoſe property chief) 
conſiſted in land, had likewiſe been in- 


L 20 1 


| e to many, whoſe bofinels would 7 


ow 


debted to Loans from the Banks, for a 4 

great part of their ready Money; e 
Was branched out again to a variety « „ 
traders, and when the Banks called in 
the ſums they had lent, ſuch of the pri- 


i 1 vate Bankers whoſe turn of mind had 


led them the greateſt lengths in Pro- 
moting the improvement of their coun- 
_ ys: by the aid they had given to peo- 
ple in various branches, became 1 
moſt ae in their neceſſities; 1 
the numberleſs operations in buſineſs, 5 ; 
- both domeſtic and foreign, that had 
ſpread themſelves upon the general ſup- | 
port they had derived from the Banks, 
and this being withdrawn” ſooner than 


45 99 27 15 1 
good policy would have 1 14 : 
the general welfare of the country been 
carefully attended to: the difficulties this 
conduct in the Banks occaſioned, became 
in a great meaſure proportioned to the _ 
aſſiſtance they had afforded, and conſi- 
dering the deſign under which theſe 

Credits had been given, there were but 
few inſtances where the end of them 
was anſwered to ſuch a degree of ſuc- 
ceſs in the circumſtances of individuals, 

as to enable them to refund the money 

without manifeſt difficulties; but when 
chis was done, a great part of the coun- 


975 felt the want of An inſtitution to ic 


give freſh ſtrength to induſtry in Agri- 
culrure, Manufäcturies and Trade- 


8 this ſituation | of the country, the 
Bank of Douglas, Heron and Compa- 
ny opened, with a, very large Subſcrip- 
tion to its Capital, and under very libe- 
ral management, and the good effects of 
the aid it adminiſtered to the improve- 

ä ments 


; Eo 


15 with the utmoſt curren 
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St 28 11 
ments in 6 And the ſupport of 


1 Manufacturers and Traders ſoon: appear- , 


ed to a degree that gave ſatisfaction to 


every \well-wiſhet to the coun titty : 2" the 
| 2unqueſtionable” ſecurity of the Subſcri- 
hers or Partners in this Bank, with the 
___ Fondurofi the Directors, Atomiftendetl 
the Notes they iſſued to the general a- 


ourrof the pablie, and they foo paſſed 


ney y through! va 


channel ade except tlie Offices 
Sf ſthe Revenue, and the old Banks, .o 
5 dood in à Nate of val. 
cpr the directors ſeemed 10 Be ipf- 
Sent aut theſe alſo ould comply With | 
dhe general volce of the country and give. 


whom the yo! 


the laſt fanction to their Credit, by re- 


ceiving their Notes as currently as thôſe 
of the Banks eftabliſhed by Charter, this 


"as of 


Ly 
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Was alſo don Famer | them, 5 | 
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1 The advancing lin "hs gates of 
the opponents of their intereſt, mi ght 


_ thvecalled upon them for great echt. 
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au vor cio: ah 23 PE B n | 
pi had th hey recollected with A 
| much caſe the F *armersgeneralofFrange, TIO. 
* a few | years ago, ruined, the. credit AC. © 
0 8 houette the financier, by. complying, i in 
the firſt inflance, with, his deßgn, that 
EN made, againſt their intereſt, and after- 
n Wards making a uſe of it, that had not 
1 - "occurred to bis well meant intentions. . 
The currency. with, Which their Notes 
Howed from their office conſpired to all 
them | into a, perfe& ſecurity; generous _ 
in their motive, they ſeemed, to fear na 
danger t to ariſe from the. amount. of the 
Notes chey iſſued, which ſoon appeared 
to make near two-thirds: of the common 


# | 
currency of the Country. rn Tis; 


7 


wart 


1 05 The circumſtances of were = 
which many. people, were . for Bills of 

Exchange upon ] London, naturally OCCa- | 
fioned a great demand for theſe i in pay- 
ment for their Notes: 3 the ſecurity of 


5 their Bills, and the ep of the 
'c 4 houſes 


1427 


e in Londaw upon whom they were ; 
7 "drawn, gave their Bills 2: degree of Cre- 
dit which made them excelled by none 


in the eaſe with Which they were to be = 


- negotiated or diſcounted, theſe rendered 
them defirable to all who had remittan- 
ces to make, and ſaved Commiſſion to 
ſo many, that the Notes of this Bank 
were continually going in for Bills upon 
London; this turned a large proportion 
of the Notes they iſſued (whether upon 
Bond, or in payment for the Bills they 
_ diſcounted) by a very quick tranſition into 

their Drafts upon London; the difpro- 


portion there muſt evidently have been, 


betwirt the real Capital paid i in by the 


Proprietors, and the amount of the Notes 


iſſued by the Directors, ſoon raiſed the 
| ſum of their Bills above the value of the 
funds in the hands of their Bankers i in 
London, this neceſſarily required them 5 
to become Remitters to replace the de- 
e a this was often attended with 
5 . 3 
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 Gikculry,) and alas. with an expence 
and riſque: another evil aroſe and be- 
came burthenſome in the ſame degree as 
; the value of their Notes exceeded thoſe | 
of other Banks; the more the balance 

at every ſettlement increaſed, the great- 

er the command over them became for 

Bills upon London, or Specie; and as the 
Receiver had the choice of the Alterna - 
tive, the Douglas Bank were made li- 


1 able to furaiſh almoſt all the gold the 


trade of the country required: the ne- 
ceſſity in which the Banks of Scotland 
are conſtantly under to pay large ſums 
in ſpecie, does not at all ariſe from an 
doubt of the ſecurity of their Notes, 
they are as univerſally received for all 
internal purpaſes in the country, as the ; 
Notes of the Bank of England are in 
any part of the kingdom: the gold de- 
manded from the Banks of Scotland, is 
in ſome meaſure proportioned to the 
i value of goods bought from England, 
and 
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"he" Ouitleas that are broth Wen 


= * thoultinds ae he expence of Scorland, 


wally” eng, back 1 in 
b 5 u England, in beyment bis the 


4  -oods ſold into Scotland, the amount of 
Which makes ho ineonfiderable part Fol 
_ the: yearly ſales of the 'Engliſh Manu- 


' FaQures,” but the moſt valuable of them 

_ coming by land carriage, the importance 
bf chis channel of conſumption for Eng- 
uh goods is not to be eſtimated from 


the face 'of the Cuſtom-houſe Entries; 


and it may at preſent be laid down as 4 
general rule, that whenever large ſums 
of gold OR to be ſeht from 
England to Scotland, that Scotland is 
paying large ſums for Goods bought of 
England, and if an account was to be 
ſtated between them it would ſand: thus; 

| Seotland: chargeable with the expence of 
carrying down the gold, and England 
1 byothe: ſale of the Goods for 

| which. 
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which it i is returned i in bappur ö 
return to "the, ituation of the Douglas 
ank: ihe gold that ix 1erto.. had. been 
brought, t down in common thy. the diffe- 
5 rent Banks according to. their ſeveral, QC- 
"cafions for ſpecie, as now. transferred al- 
moſt totally to the Douglas, Bank, which, 
by,ch the increaſed Proportion f, their pa- 


5 Bot in the currency. of the. Country, be- 
8 5 


1 


e necefſiated to pay the d 


on ſettling. with the other Banks in gold: | 
by 5 this means he . 90 had heloe i 


Ix ; 


here is no 1-43: delete. ches the . 


1191. 


this, Near, Was,more than i bad "rn be 8 
ſeveral years ; paſt.; but large fams/now _ 
Coming, thro! a fow hands from London, 
it ſoo 55 attract ed the attention of the 
watchful Dy of Public. Credit in 


Theres Incedle Street... Thus the fituation 


into 


Vis 


| ; 10 which the "OY "rh had "uM 
led, by an almoſt unavoidable gradation, 
at once preſented the Directors of the 
Bank of England, with a very large ſum 
- "of their Bills running upon London, = 
| the ſame time chat they were taking 
away heavy parcels of their gold: two 
bobßects equally alarming to that caution, 
which the government of great monied 
property indiſpenſibly requires. No 
© Tooner did the reſolution of abridging 
5 the amount of the Bills (chat hitherto had 
poaſſed at the Bank) appear, than imme- 
15 diate difficulties enſued, And moſt to 
thoſe whoſe dependance upon the aid of 
© Diſcounts was the greateſt, © But at the 
ſame time that the Directors diſcovered g 
_— their defire of reducing the ſum within 
me limits of prudence, they diſcovered 
2 moderation which manifeſted their at- 
tention to the welfare of Public Credit: 2 
by intimating their defign to the private 
. Bankers of reducing” the amount of the 
f Bills 


ix} 29.1]; 
Bill running upon them; * e 
Bank, that their meaſures might coincide 


with the Views ef the Directors: — 355 


2 Prevent the convulſions. that the n 
den ſtop to "Diſcounts, muſt ever create... 
to people in trade, who. have, been % 
long accuſtomed to that accommodat n, 
as to place a dependance upon the con- lo 
s tinyance of it; the Directors fill diſ. 
| counted the "Kills 1 upon ſuch houſes whoſe. ; 

ſolidity was proportioned | to the amount 

08: their engagements: with others, To 

| wherein this was, thought, greatly. to es 
ceed, the Bills upon them could not be 

done at the Bank, diſtreſs followed this 

| diſappointment to the Holders of many. 5 
of the Bills upon theſe houſes, and the 

evil Was greatly increaſed upon. the: fail- 8 

ure of the Bankers who firſt ſtopt, pay- As 

i ment, and ſome other houſes who ah 
of the fame fate, having Bills running 


upon them, w by the Douglas Bank, 


3 


10 


and the 1 return of ſome of theſe ſpread . 
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Pix Kors of the Banks oft 
„ chatter, 2A with fingular * 
Wo 1 Eg N DI. ONT © it 
this ET n, Or inſtead 
of Aegina pen tial error 4 an F haſte to. 
And 61 71 GY Notes <s th ey held 
s dp Poe n 

of the? D glas B ey kept back, 3 
their Notes and fent een (PRs * . 
| knowihg that the buffn fine! . Dp N 
 conlhaithy be intereſtin . a depot 14 
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of Specie 48 always to > be kept, 


03 


1946 — 1 
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to dle derhadhds . N t e made 
the Poighs 1 Bank ee ts | credit "of 


s 2 mol 


[1.5 Jo 
Ag gaimft che“ ran that” canie upon t em 3 72 


108 N INC 


— Bagh Wi th their found. ation, the 
Noble and Gent kemen of the Ty 1 
try, Bavẽ publie notice to bels Tenants, 


S 15 
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"A they mould continue to take th the 


191 is * LIL 

Notes of the Douglas Bank f in Payment * 
for their ents: but from be e Circum- . 
94 


F Fele the Failures | that had 


101 


pg nn 8nd, many there became © 


ty 
2 | | alarmed 
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: alarmed for the ſeguriry, of their deeper. 
an d the additional caution of. the E 


and Bankers, Dread eee n the, 


10 05 and 3 means of "al degrees, of people 
in 3 ag when, Hills 1 Lu | 


LR 


25 1 7 Houſe IF A "ſecand.. cial, I 
Banker, was ſeen t to be ſhpt, the gonfu⸗ 
fion that enſued, 1 ecined, to make. m_ 1s 
Gentlemen, in the neceflary + regard to. y 
their own, 'prefervation on, forget char de- 


TTL 


corum which, good-faith, makes Hcted, KY 


«TED „ ws 's 


amongſt 1 men in atfineſs : : upon, this;0c- mi) - 
cafign, the, Drafts, of. the, Douglas, Bank by 


Fray 


were e refiiſed acceptance by moſt of their 
Correſpondents, in London, and the 4 : 
commotion that "this. raiſed. amongſt, all 
the Holders, of theſe Bills, as well. AS, f 
the Notes of the Bank in the country, 
induced the Directors to order all pay- 
ments to be ſuſpended: this was. follow-- I 
ed by an almoſt, general ſtagnation of 
| buſineſs 


"yy 5 & 


5 fed large furns i in their N could not 


=p apply them 
A 3 at bome, er to the. Taber. of their 2 | 


\ 


tis is the cafe with : any 1 number of con- ; 
| fiderable people in trade, the Wehe 
niencies that enſue to Society, are greatly 
N increaſed by the miſunderſtandings of _ 
5 people whom diſtreſſes make fuſpicious, - 
and the neceſſities of half-ruined fortunes | 
12 render unkind to each other, and forget, 


in the be boſe who po e 


42 


o the ſupport of their Cre- 1 


2 — i4 — — 


Fa 5 ere and in n Sealand became at | 
. 2 involved in the uimoſt diſtreſs; FRO 


man) Houſes whoſe real e 


«If? 


= far reno all their engagements, i 
' | + -ah#] general diſcredit, could not ng 
_ +» their effects that were widely extended, 
to the relief of he preſent demands, 

were forced to ſtop payment: whenever | 85 


3 
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G ee NE! good ſenſe, muſt FE Join; ; 
To ery" is e; to , ine. 
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" + JW. EL 
"I lud belt 1. 18, tllat n 5 nothing can © 
Hon remove the ifquictads; and repair 
he evil misfortunes babe done, as a 


1 2 1 thirty) where Trade is its er 
if that ſpirit of adventure Which animates 
every branch of real buſineſs, was to be 
dif couraged wich ' ſeverity, © commerce 
would ſoon languiſh' and' die with the 


r 
* 18 * 


very fear of becoming W - 
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A eohduct more wafly and wh abt 
rarely appears, than that which diſco- 
vered itſelf in ſome of the firſt nobility . 
of Scotland, who had placed their Sub- 
ſeriptions to the Douglas Bank, to en- 
courage an inſtitution their country great- 


ly felt the want of, and when its Credit 


was reduced to the laſt extremity, theſe 
Noblemen did not wait to inveſtigate 
| the courſe that had been ſteered, by 
thoſe WO directed the helm of its af- 

D | fairs; 


f irs; ; they. knew its nn Was 
good, and with their original view in the 7 
eſtabliſhment « of. the Bank, ſtill conneQ- 
ing the idea of of their country 8 good, | 
1 they, with a ſpirit becoming their rank, 
74 made their property and their influence 
Tubſervient. to the relief of the Bank's ne- 
; ceſlity.: A the, very large proportion of the 
currency of the country, Which conſiſted 
.of the Notes of this Company, and the 
very great amount to which their Bills 
upon London had ariſen, made the ge- 
neral Credit of Scotland ſtand ſo cloſely 
: connected with this Bank, as not only 
8 Juſtify. the. fieps the Directors have ſo 
Pußliely taken for its ſupport, but to 
1 make the interference of thoſe Noblemen 
| in its behalf, a matter of general eſteem, | 
deſerving | to be long remembered by 
every friend to his country. The Rents 


5 of Land, and the prices of. all the neceſ- 


ſaries of lite, had gradually advanced, 
with the e increaſe of the . of Scot- 
| land 2 


+ »4 * 
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| lafid 2 whatever: affects the latter ud 
by an immediate conſequence, be felt by. 
the other two: it is very plain: ſuppoſe 
ke current Money in the hands of the 
| people of any country to be ſuddenly 
contracted to two-thirds of its former ex- 
tent, it naturally follows, that the pro- 
duce of the earth, or the great neceſſa - 
ries of life, cannot meet with the ſame: 
quantity of money at the market in which 
they are ſold, as they did before ſuch 
reduction: and if the product of Lands 
fall in their prices, ſurely the Land itſelf 
cannot maintain its value; it therefore 
follows, that it is the wiſdom of the 
Landed-intereſt to ſupport, by an Af- 
ſemblage of its Credit, the Currency of 
a country: and a ſhort confideration of 
the conſequences that muſt in all human 
probability follow the neglect thereof, 
will ſhew the neceſſity. of the general 
attention of the Landed-ntereft of Scot- 
land to this matter at preſent for their 
D 2 on 


own ſakes, and will place the interfe-' 
rence of thoſe Noblemen, who ſo early. 
ſtept forward to . aid of the Douglas 

Bank, in its true point of view; and do 
equal honour to their wage and their 
wp we their nam S171 1908 
Lo -[Befides the vitae of the ederdticy: of 
Scotland, other caſes have concurred to 
nd up the general Rents: of Land to 
their utmoſt ſtretch: many eſtates have 
been bought ſince the end of the late 
war by Gentlemen who had acquired 
fortunes abroad; the attention habit had 
accuſtomed them to pay to their Intereſt, 
made the advancement of Rents imme- 
diately follow their purchaſes: neceſſity 
produced all the efforts of the Tenant 
to make the growth of his farm keep pace 
wich the increaſed price he had to pay 
for it; from hence an opinion prevailed, 
that to advance the Rents was the firſt 
ſtep to Improvements in Agriculture; 
=, T © and 


Fel 
_ andthe-Land-ownersin general allowed 
his doctrine to contain the ſtiongeſt con- 
viction, and thevimplicit obedience they 
were pleaſed to pay to its dictates, ſooh. 
made the Tenants feel a very great ad- 

vance in the Rents of moſt of the Land 
out of Leaſe: ſome judicious and conſi- 
derate:Land-owners muſt, indeed, here 
be excepted,” who would not allow even 
their own Intereſt to lead them, blind- 
fold, to advance their Rents before they 

were ſure their Tenants could bear it: 
they wiſely conſidered Agriculture -as: 4 
Science that required time to attain a to- 
lerable proficiency in, before the Rape; 
mers in general could be enabled to pay 
any great increaſe of their Rents; others 
who thought their Lands might admit of 
an advance, were willing the Tenant 
ſhould partake of the plenty his induſtry 
yielded to his maſter: if virtue was to 
ennoble, thoſe lovers of the common- 
Bod of mankind deſerve to be diſtin- 
P guiſhed 
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— 
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used in every country kate; ſuch 
antiguated ſentiments are fill found 


t ſurvive : the 
—, is an amiable inſtance of this 


her honeſt Tenants wiſhes, when ſhe 
is placed above the reach of their 


of real Nobility in a country, we ſee caſe 
and plenty ſmile upon all that live under 
their happy influence. But, as 1 ſaid 
before, the Rents have been greatly ad- 
vanced in general over all the country, 
_ - and in ſome parts of it, to a degree that 
_ hardly admitted of the Tenants abſolute | 


5 wants being ſupplied, after paying the 


Rent of the Ground, notwithſtanding the 
adyantage which the increaſed currenc 


of the country afforded in the ſale of all 


good old Counteſs H 


POR r humanity, and I hope ſhe will : 
nne long to enjoy the pleaſure of it | 
on earth, and will feel the effects f 


k. 
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the prodiite 6f che Lands. At The BARE 
attachment men have to the place of 
their nadiyiey, and thoſe ſo woe : 
to travel as Farmers molly are, Will 
ever make them Mm ſtruggle to the laſt, be- 

fore they leabe the ſpot Whereon they” 


hive been bred; it is therefore” not to be* 


wondered that many of them held their 

Lands till they could pay the Rent no 
longer; and a few unfavourable Seaſons;* 
to Which tue North and Highland part 

of Scotland 18 often expoſed, completed” | 
che diſtreſs of: many in that part of the 

country. I a ſudden reduction of the 
amount of the current money is allowed” 
td take place, the Land-owners need 
only keep their Rents at what they now . 

are, and the diſtreſs of the Tenantry 
Will gradually ſpread and become more 
general; this will be as effectually done, 
by reducing the currency of the country, 
as by increaſing the preſent Rents: the 
Farmer muſt of courſe Pay his Reat from 


[742 3, 


the fag. of che produce of bis land, the. 
valve. of of. this. produce ſtands, upon A. 
. point, where i it is, equally affected by che 


and the Nepantity. of Money 7Furrent . in 


the market at which it is fold, and whe. 


7 ther you add to, the Rents, or take away 
Part of be Maney, it equally tends o 


render the F armer unable to pay dhe 
EY Rent he did before the time of this ad-; 


vange or reduction, unleſs he has hitherto. 
made: ſuch a faving to himſelf, after . 


_ Paying his Rent. as, will enable him, ei- t 


ther © Pai Mare, for the land, or re- 
| ceive.. leſs for x W what, 1 it grows: there as: 6 
PEAars.. reaſon. to believe, from what can, 
be diſcovered. of the, circuraſtances of the 
Farmers in general, that, their, preſent * 5 
wation cannot admit of either of theſe, 


without laying greater burthens on them 5 


than they are able to bear; but can there e 


be much. dapger-in, trying the experiment 


for. two. Ot rhef bl ear 87 There are very, 


5 * revailin 
od > Q ? 8 


Rent of the Ground on Which it 18 raiſed, 5 


—— . 


prevailing! arguments in favo this 
efiay; it is the Arcor, 1 of. the 
Lando ners t0 doit, and in the. next 
PEG: will fave a world of trouble, and 
prevent: the interruption of much eaſe 
and; pleafore,. to Gentlemen WO do not 


thing more than their own, immediate 


concerns: ſuppoſe -theſe- reaſons. prevail, 
e majority of the Gentleme!: of 


* Py fortune, rank and influence i in 
the country, laugh the reſt into the ſame 
opinion, and that all betake themelves.- 


to the more important preparations a- 


gainſt the year 1775 and as to the Bank 
that has, for ſome. time paſt engroſſed fo. 
great a part of the currency of the. coun- 
try let thoſe concerned in it be left to 


Fa 4 FT | 
. 


ſe that it is their buſineſs to confider.any,. = 


wade" through the difficulties of © this. 2 


_ own. ſituation; let them force hack the 


ſums they have lent, and pay their own... 


engagements; and as to the Borrowers 


from this Bank, together with . all the 


Farmers, 


r . 
. 
'. 8 


: tee 7 8 


4 
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Pati ers . 


eſe are left to take their own uninter- 


will naturally ariſe in the breaſt of every 


man, Who poſſeſſes one ſpark of public- 


What are the conſe- 


ſpirit; and that is, 


quences that may reaſonably be expect. 2 


ed to happen therefrom to the e 
i in general, ger cul : : 


£ * 
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1 


diſcharge every dei 
receiving back the ſums they have lent; 


admitting this to be done, it is then'to be 


conſidered, whe her all or any of the 


ether: Banks will extend their aid to the 


public, to ſuch a degree as may in Tome | 
meaſure ſupply the neceſſities that muſt 


evidently enſue; there does not appear 


5 anufacturers and Merchants 

3 beſides, Uh! want money, if they can- 
: not borrow'it elſewhere, let them ſtand 
0 upon their own bottoms or fall; if all 


' courſe, there is 4 queſtion that f 


Af 6 ; hh Ns Dodghs f Bank can ſoon 
d upon it, after 


50 


ly, When the ſums lent by the Doug 


$i; 40 13 
any-good- grounds to expect this, rater 


the contrary; probably any great enten- 
ſion is''equallly / incompatible with their 


6 s 


ſeparate capitals, as it would' be-ifrecon-+ . 
cileable with the ideas of the Managers; 


it is therefore to the higheſt degree like- 
las 
Bank are forced back from the Borrow- 
ers, that a great number of very uſeful 


operations, in various branches, will be 


interrupted; and a great addition made to 
the number of valuable men who are al- 
ready in diſtreſs; the moſt eminent of 
whom have for many years been the 


foremoſt in promoting the improvement 


of their country, not only by embark- 
ing in ſeveral branches of Manufacture 
and Commerce of great utility, but alſo 


by che diſintereſted aid they have given 


to many, whoſe genius and induftry pro - 
miſed to do ſervice to their country; and 
when the ſame” men are known to be 


ww yours” and induſtrious, with a 


W 


PRE 


conſtancy; chat nothing but principle: can- 


oduces they muſt he allowed to be obs: 
jects of great eſtimation in any country, 
ſo. long as virtue is eſteemed, amongſt 


men; there are alſo ſeveral degrees of 


men leſs eminent than theſe, that give 


life to man branches of trade; and 


again employed under their leſſer cir- 
cles a number of uſeful men; and it will 
Plainly appear, when any ohjects of. bu- 


ſmneſs in 2:0 60untry are either greatly 


1 


ple d 


contracted or totally ſtopt, that the ꝓeo- 
ependent., upon them muſt either 
begome leſs employed, or, what is more 
juſtly to he expected, theſe branches of 


trade will turn into channels foreign to 


the country, and the people drop off and 
forfake it: a deereaſe in the number o 
the people. who conſume the produce of 

the earth, ſtrikes as directly at the re- 


duction of its price at the market, as the 


deoreaſe of the current money of a coun- 


W _ 18s: only dffegpnce. is, he the 
| one 


— — 


| A 45 1 
one affects it by the number chat can go 


to market, the other by the value they 5 


have to lay out, when both theſe concur, 


whether it is the Land-owner or the Far- 


mer that expoſes the produce of the 
ground to ſale; he muſt, by an unavoid- 


able conſequence, feel their effects al- 
moſt in the very proportion in which the 
conſumers abate in their number, or the 
money of the country is reduced in its 
quantity: both theſe circumſtances; will 
moſt certainly concur, if that Bank, which 
for ſome time paſt has ſupplied ſo great 

a part of the currency of the country, is 
left to call in the ſums they have iſſued, 
and no other Bank gives a ſupply. of 


an equal quantity : and if all thoſe Mer- 


chants and Traders who are at pre- 
ſent in diſtreſs, are indiſeriminately left 
without aid from their country, à decli- 
ning trade and a decreaſed currency will 


come with their united effects againſt the 


Landed intereſt, and if no proportionate 
abatement 


* 
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| abatement is made in the preſent Rents, 
the Farmers muſt ſoon partake of thar 
diſtreſs which has ſo generally fallen up- 
on the other branches of ſociety, to 
whom they ever ſtand in the neareſt 
degree of kindred : thoſe liberal- minded 
Noblemen, who diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
in ſhewing a wiſe ſolicitude to ſupport 
the currency of this country by their aid 
and countenance to the Douglas Bank, 
ſaw that they ought to begin here, to 
remove the evils that were breaking 
looſe upon the trading part of the coun- 
try, and when its conſequences came to 
be felt by the body of Farmers, that 
they alſo muſt receive their ſhare of dif- 
ficulties, as it was not to be expected 
from Land- owners in general that they 
would remit any ſuch proportion of their 
fixed Rents, as might be equal to the 
fall in the great articles of produce that 
muſt ſueceed thoſe misfortunes: and 
eee the Land-owner has maintained his 


Rent 


To 
Rent ll the Farmer has felt a great de- 
gree of diſtreſs, . an abatement of the 
Rent may. nof then be the only 1 inconve- 
nience that may arife, and if it was, it is 
but rarely to be expected to meet re- 
lief: the Owners of too great a part of 
the country refign the moſt noble and 


important t truſt with which the Providence 


of the Almighty has inveſted them, to 
the care of a Factor, and the Tenants 
are left to labour under his iron-hand, ſo 
that the Landlord ſeldom ſees their diffi- 
culties when they do ariſe, and the Stew- 
ard will not; and if what has already 


: happened may be allowed a juſt criterion , 


for the government of our judgments in 
that which may be expected to follow in 
fimilar caſes, what we have lately ſeen 
in many places in the North and High- 
land part of the country, may be conſi- 


dered as inſtances of what may be look. 


| ed for by the reſt of the kingdom. The 


common people of Scotland truly deſerve 


the 


—ů — — —— -!. — TOI 
AN 1 _ 


FTE 


He reflimony 1 my Lord Charbani: fo pub- 
licly gave of their character: they : are in- 


deed an hardy and an intrepid Race o 
Men ; and 1 have had ſo. many convinc- 


ing proofs « of his Loidſhip's 8 fine percep- 


tion in this inſtance, that I am fatisfied 
they; are the laſt men in the Iſland that 
are to be trifled with and oppreſt : : their 


conduct merits peculiar attention in thoſe 


parts of the country where their Rents 


have already been advanced beyond 


- * _— * 


what they were able to bear, and Where 
they found they had but little reaſon to 
hope for redreſs from maſters whom 
they ſaw were more attentive to increaſe 

their Rents, than they were to afford 


them relief from the difficulties brought 
upon them by ſevere Winters and the 
loſs of Cattle, or the fallen prices at 


ig which they fold, fince the time their 
Land had been made to riſe in its value; 


ſtill that country was dear to them on 


which they kad been bred, and more 


2 


n 
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fo, by deſcending to them fen brave 
Anceſtors; but When they found they 
were to hold it under oppreſſive maſ- 
ters, they broke the ties of their ſtrong af- 
fections and firmly reſolved to leave it: 
Are theſe, my unceurtly Alderman, the 
men of the cduntry that love not Liberty 2 
Whoever: knows them ſo little as to be- 
lieve that miſtaken report, need only 
loc at the difficulties through which 

Hundreds have already forced their way 

to Join Freedom's Sons, een the Wes 
tern nt IE e ae 

re Hate eber may be expuied-4 to 
produce the ſame effects amongſt a Peo- 
ple who think alike, and whatever oc- 
caſions great difficulties | amongſt the 
Farmers in this Country, will yearly in- 
creaſe the number of-thoſe who have led 
the way to America; theſe difficulties to 
the Tenantry of Scotland may now be 
4 to ariſe in a very general de- 
E . greed 


— 


/ 


Xx 59 7 

gree, from the ſudden i interruption of fe- 
veral branches of trade, and the con- 
? mafia of the, ene of noe SPUnY> 
3; ft e Yo 2571 2 

| 110 prevent p Tg emigration. 51 250 
moſt uſeful men, by any general conſent 
amongſt the Land-owners to lower their 
- Rents, is not to be expected; they, in 
all- probability, will hold them up at 
what, they now are, till they find they 
cannot poſſibly have it paid them any 


longer; and were this remedy then to 


be applied it will come too late to cure the 
diſeaſe: men of the moſt determined 
Characters are the moſt ſilent in forming 
their reſolutions, and rarely avow them 
till they are fixed, ant then are not to 


fures;! 7 the ms of N village in 


80 6 Carolina next ſummer, with their 


families, I confeſs it would greatly ſur- 


ra me to Be afterwards that they 
had 


Ka b 


| $eotland: were to ſay they intended to 


t $1 
had been prevailed 5 to lay aſide theit 
intention: that Tribunal, Common: ſenſe, 
to which Dr. Oſwald ſo ably appeals, i , 
indeed, ſuperior to all the round - about diſ- 
tinctions of refinement, a a proof of which 
we have in the conduct of theſe com- 
mon people, when they find their labour 
cannot obtain their ſupport, after Paying 
the Rent of their Land; their conclufi ion 
is made in two words, leave it, and. go 
to that country where we believe there 
is Ground for us all, equally cheap and 
fertile, and where, we hear, the Propri- 
etors of it will allow us and our ſons. the 
plentiful enjoyment of all the neceſſaries 
of life; many of which, all our induſtry 
cannot procure us here. When ſuch a 
report as. this becomes generally known 
to the Huſbandmen of a country, which 
both from its ſoil and climate requires 
much labour to cultivate, it is not to be 
wondered if a perſuaſion takes place in 
their minds, that their lives may be 

E 2 | _more 
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male Lomfortable to S elbe and their 


offpting | in the fruitful lands of America, 


"x AYE 


than Ger bey e can bei in their own conn- 
try, were they to continue in it and 


only * pay one tenth” part of their pre- 
ſent Rent: as this is truly the caſe, there 


is reafon r the Landed -intereſt of this 


country to look at every event with the | 


moſt watchful eye, e, that may in its con- 
| feqtierices ſo affect the Tenantry, as to 
render it difficult for them to pay their 
Rehts By the uſe of à moderate degree 


of labour directed by their beſt © expe- 
rience : Whenever their fit tuation ap- 


proaches” towards extremity, then does 


| It become the Tatereft 'of the Land- owners | 


of this < county; to remove the cauſe of 
5 diſtrefs to their Tenänts, whether it 
| arifes from a bad Seafon, or the loſſes 


they fuſtain in their Sheep, Cattle or 


Corn ; providentially this is ſeldom Ea 
neral, only here-and-there a part is taken 
ay to eu us the tenure by which 


* 


: we. 


V 


V 


1 


We hold the reſt of that kind hand who 
ruleth all things well; but even upon | 
ſuch occaſions common. juſtice ought. to 


induce the Landlord 'to take part in the 
Tenant's ſufferings, if the pleaſures of 
humanity did not make i it a privilege to 
have the. opportunity : but when cauſes 


have ariſen that are ſo likely to affect 
the Tenants in general, as the late fail- 
ures, and the confront reduction of 
the currency of the country, it then be- 
comes the wiſdom of the great Land- 
owners to unite, and with one effort 
ward off the blow which their Intereſt 
muſt otherwiſe ſoon feel, ſooner, - per- 


haps, than is commonly apprehended; 
in a little time the train will be lighted, 


as it were, at both ends, and the work- 


ing men in moſt of the Manufacturing 


Branches will be as unable to live on the 
wages they obtain for their labour, as 


the Farmer will be to pay his Rent out 
of the prices he can get for his produce; 


E 3 and 
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aud their common diſtreſs may lead then! 
together i in ſearch of a happier ſoil, and 
the ſame ſhip go freighted with a Colony 
.complete—men to till the Ground, and 
others to make their Implements and 
: Cloathing, The fituation in which the 
| working people in the ManufaRories, in 
many parts of the country have been in 
for ſome time paſt, has been ſuch as ad- 

mits of no increaſe of difficulties ; in ge- 
neral, notwithſtanding their ſobriety and 
care, if an ordinary Tradeſman that has 
2 wife and but three children, ſhould 
happen to be ill, or unemployed, one 
month i in twelve, he would, in all pro- 
bability, be put behind-hand more than 
he could regain in a year to come; a 
little reflection will ſoon ſhew what rank 
be their caſe if their preſent wages can- 
not be continued to them, or if they 
ſhould be one day in the week without 
work, by the want of ſale for the goods 
they make; If peedy attention is not 
paid 
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paid to the great branch of the Linnen 
Manufacture, difficulties muſt accumu- 
late amongſt the numerous body of peo- 
ple employed in it; the moſt obvious 
manner of their relief would appear to 
be, by increaſing the Duty on the impor- 
tation of every ſpecies of foreign Linnen ; 
and this would ſeem to be equally ſea- 
ſonable and neceflary to Ireland, and 
ſome parts of England, as it is to the 
whole of this country; and if it is not at- 
tended to, it will become one avenue 
through which the Landed-intereſt will 
decay, but it is moſt likely this will be 
felt by degrees and imperceptibly, tho 
certainly: but the effects of the reduction 
of the currency of the country will be 
greatly and evidently felt, if not pre- 
vented by ſome ſolid and adequate re- 
medy. The misfortunes that have late- 
ly happened to many, and the difficulties 
under which a. much greater number 
now are, have grown out of the- natural 

E 4 ſituation 
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ſituation of the country: the money lent. 
by the Banks of Scotland, together with 
the foreign Credit. of the country have 
been the two great ſupports by which 
the Manufacturers and Merchants have 
carried their Trade to its preſent extent, 
and with the increaſe of their dealings 
have raiſed the Rent-roll of Scotland to 
what it is at this day: the firſt ſupport 
that was given to the trading part of the 
country has been withdrawn from them 
too ſoon, and increaſed their dependance 
upon the other till it has ſunk under the 
load; and the Landed-Gentleman i is ex- 
ö claiming againſt the adventurous ſpirit of 
the Merchant, who has been the very 
inſtrument of making his Land of its 
preſent value, and in whatever degree 
this check may turn away the Manufac- 
tures and Commerce of the country, in 
that very proportion will the value of 
Land travel its way backwards, till that 
2 gutltbrium i is again in produced which muſt 
ever 
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ever ſubſiſt in every country, betiwixt 
the Quantum of the current money, the 
Price of the neceſſaries of life, and the 
Value of Land; and however i impercep- 
tible this may appear, experience makes 
it evident, that each of thoſe branches of 
the great concerns of ſociety, act with 
irreſiſtible force towards each other, and 
any attempt to maintain the value of 
Land after Trade and current Money 
are abridged, would be as fruitleſs as to 
ſtrive to. compreſs a liquid; no art,or 
ſtrength can force it beyond the ſpace 
nature has given it to. occupy, it will 
break. through. all bounds till it regains 
fits natural fituation : ſo muſt it be with 
the value of the Land of this country, 
and if the Rents are only continued a lit-. 
tle too long at prices that are found very 
burthenſome to the Tenants; i it would be 
a deluſion to expect any other conſe- 
quences to enſue, than thoſe that have 
Agra ariſen in thoſe parts of the coun- 


— 


means to prevent the neceſſity of lower- 


/ 
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uy where the Rents were too high for 
the Tenant, and held vp till he left the 


Land, forfook the Village, and embra- 
ced the firſt opportunity of emigrating 
from his country, never to return to it 


again. 


III dirs the land, to haſtening ills a prey, 
Where wealth accumulates, and men decay: 


Princes or lords may. flouriſh, or may fade; 
A A breath can make them, as a breath has made; 


But a bold peaſantry, their country's p ride, 


When once deſtroyed can never be ſupply'd. 


A perſon of your Lordſhip's talents, 
will ſee at one view the conſequences to 
be expected, from the cauſes that ap- 


pear, and in this light it muſt certainly 
have ftruck thoſe Noblemen who upon 


the firſt breaking out of the difficulties, ſo 


" generouſly intereſted themſelves in the 


ſupport of the Trade, Credit, and Cur- 
rency of their country, as the only 


ing 


T'S 1 
ing the Rents of their Eſtates when the 


effects of Tots diforders Fun felt in 


th e country. 


If the ſame apprehenfion ſhould bring 


together a pretty large concurrence of 


the Landed-intereſt of Scotland; and 
were a few of the many men of fine 
ſenſe and abilities amongſt that body ap- 
pointed to inveſtigate this ſubjeR, along 
with half a dozen Merchants of the firſt 
conſequence to the Commerce of diffe- 
rent parts of the country, the gloomy 
aſpe& which now overſpreads it, might 
ſoon be brightened up into the moſt a- 
greeable proſpeR, both in the Trade and 
Agriculture of that part of the united 
kingdom : and however intricate large 
monied concerns may now be made to 
appear, it is an object Gentlemen need 
not at all be frightened to look upon; 
for it admits of no doubt, but the Credit 


and Currency of Scotland may be ren- 
dered 
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FER PF as permanent and adequate to all 
me purpoſes of its Trade, as the Bank 
of England can be to that part of the 
country it is in; but then, like it, the 
Currency of Scotland muſt not derive its 
ſources. from any foreign or remote aid, 
it. muſt ariſe within itſelf, and if it is in- 
ternal it will be ſecure; and however 
reſpectable it may appear to have con- 
nections with that moſt ſolid of all ne- 
gotiable ſecurities in this iſland, the Bank 
of England, it is a place with which nei- 
ther the Credit or Currency, of Scotland 
ought to have any thing to do; not that 
there can be the leaſt ground for that 
miſtaken idea, of the adminiſtration of 
this inſtitution ever being directed by 
motives of prejudice or partiality: a part 
of their great revenues ariſe from the In- 
tereſt of Money advanced on Securities 
that come from all quarters of the Com- 
mercial World, and it is unreaſonable to 


ſuppoſe, that Gentlemen who are taken 
4 from 


* 1 
from among the moſt liberal Metchait? 
would ever deſcend to, make a diftibi2 
on which nothing but 2 Want of good 
breeding” could ever create: it is equa nat 
to them from whence e Bills of Exchange 
are ſent; To as the fur through any one 
channel ckedets not their idea of the ſe⸗ 
curity, or they "ſee the money they ad- : 
Fance applied to uſes detrimentdl to their 


* 
a 


Intereſt 7 in either of theſe "cafes can- 
dour muſt hold them excuſed when they 
put a negative to Diſcounts: : indeed the 
important offices held [A thoſe Gebilde 
affect the Welfare of many, and turned 
to their own advantage, and at the fame 
time carry with it no other appearance 
than prudence and the neceffary regard 
they owe to the Intereſt and Security of 
the Incorpotate Body they repreſent: 
and if ever the time ſhould"come when 
the Gentlemen that hold theſe offices for- 
get, that neither a Soclety or Individual 

can 
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can get Riches without the. help of 
others, they might then, by. ſuddenly 
contracting the Diſcounts they. had long 
permitted to paſs, ſo ſhake. the public 
confidence. in the Private Bankers, as ta 
ere their Pf . into one Great 


hel 10 9 1 to ; Commerce: "the 
Bankers would then fink i into mere Mo- 
neyschangers, and ſuch of their Cuſto+ 


mers who were not important. enough to 
do buſineſs with the Bank, would find 
themſelves often diſappointed i in the ſmall 

ſums of Diſcount their Trade required, 
and as it is no unuſual thing in London 
for. many people of this rank to give ſuch 
Credit as neceſſiates them to have the 
accommodation of Diſcounting the Bills 
they are forced to receive inſtead of Mo- 
ney; whenever the Banker's beſt Cuſto- 
mer takes away his Money to the Bank 
of England, difficulties muſt enſue. to 


Tony 15 thoſe. that make the ſecond and 
third 


E Z 

third claſs of the trading 1 and 2s 
| theſe are by far the moſt numerous, diſ- 
treſs will ſpread from. hand to hand, till 
one, general, want is felt amongſt them 
all: but this can never happen till the ad- 
miniſtration of the Bank is in the bands 
entlemen who liſten to the deluſion 
of — their ſtations, and prefer 
this to the real dignity of making them 
uſeful to a very numerous and valuable 
part of the trading people of this coun- 
ty: indeed the verk great proportion of 
the buſineſs of the whole iſland, that now 
requires the Negotiation of Bills or Notes, 
makes the good government of public 
Banks, in every part of the kingdom, a 
matter of great conſequence to the whole 
Trade of the country: in many very ex- 
tenſive branches, the property of the 
goods are ſeldom transferred from one 
perſon to another without a Bill or N ote 
paſſing in confequence of it; and fo far 
. obſervation has led me, it appears 

that 


een 
chat thoſe who are not obliged to pay 
away or Diſcount” the Note of Bill they 
tave received Before it comes due, com- 
poſe, by far, the ſmalleſt nurtiber in eve. 
. branch of Bufineſs: the concluſion | 
that follows is, hat the trading people 
% who ſurround the” greater or leffer Banks 
it every” part” "of Me" Kibgdoin, are now 
become; to a very" great 'degre „ depen- | 
aut n thote TiHfitutions: which have ari- 
ſen to eminence from the neceſſities of 
bufineſs that has fav out- grown the amount 
of current money, afid moſt 10 5 in thoſe : 
pl: Where the eſtabliſhment of Banks, 
or Bankers, "andthe accommodation they | 
| Have been accuſtomed to receive front 
them, has created ſo general 4 depen- 
dance upon the continuance of their aid, 
chat Were the Managers, Directors, or 
Proptictors of thoſe Banks of a ſadden to 
deviate" from a ſteady and wiſe admini« 
ſtration, into a contrated ſuſpicions no- 


. thing could ſo effectually tend to the ge- 
neral 


my wt 
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neral diſorder and diſtreſs of the moſt 
numerous part of the trading people in 
the kingdom: there is, therefore, in the 
office of a Director of a public Bank, a 
truſt repoſed of the higheſt conſequence 
to the public welfare; he ought to be a 
perſon of that good ſenſe and reſolution 
as at all times to ſteer at an equal diſ- 
tance from narrow ſuſpicion on one hand, 
and an unguarded liberality on the other; 
the experience of this year has ſhewn us 
how dangerous it is for a Bank to launch 
out and teach a dependance upon its ſup- 
port ſuperior to its foundation; and it is 
not altogether improbable, but the early 
part of next year may preſent the Public 
with the effects of the contrary part of 
the extreme, and convince us of this 
truth, that, | 

The Wiſe and Prudent conquer Difficulties, 
By daring to attempt them: Sloth and Folly 


Shiver and ſhrink at fight of Toil and Danger, 
And make the Misfortunes they fear. 
4 : U | . 
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Jo take men as we commonly find 
them, there are two. profe/fons, out of 
which there might appear to be ſome 
reaſons for not chuſing the Directors of 
a public Bank, thoſe are the Gentlemen 
who are engaged in the buſineſs of a pri 
vate Banker in the ſame city, and the 
Gentlemen in the practice of the law, the 
firſt may naturally be led to uſe the 
powers of bis office to direct thoſe rays 
which ought to ſhine cqually on all 
around, into the contracted line of his 
own more immediate advantage; and by 
this means, a public Inſtitution would, 
by degrees, as that influence prevailed, 
dwindle into a mere inſtrument of pri- 
vate advantage to a few ; and if from the 
general tenure of the conduct of Gen- 
tlemen ſo circumſtanced, there appeared 
any great degree of attachment to their 
own intereſt, or an earneſt purſuit of ob- 
jects of ambition, whatever their own 


fuccels may as in favour of their pru- 
dence; 
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dence ; their arguments ought to be liſ- 
tened to with extreme caution, ini direct 
ing the conduct of a Bank, if it was ſeri- 
chilly intended that its meafures ſhould 
lead to the general advancement of a 
country's good. The ſame objection 
does not at all lay againſt the profeſſion 
of a Lawyer, for being the Director of a 
Bank; the ſcience to which he is bred, 
is a liberal one, and none more likely to 
produce a juſt way of thinking in all the 
concerns of ſociety, and chers are many 
living inſtances in this country of its ha- 
ving this effect: but in general the ha- 
bits acquired in the practice of this pro- 
feſſion are unfavourable to trade, and ra- 
ther tend to diſqualify a perſon from be- 
ing publicly uſeful as the Director of 
a Bank. In ſpite of that diſpatch, of 
Which they have ſo bright an example at 
the head of their profeſſion, Gentlemen 
bred to the Bar and the Chamber, do ac- 
ew that wiſe deliberation which proves 

nk F2 of 
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of the khappre/? conſequences, in exerci- 
ſing all thoſe with whom they have to 
do, in the great and neceſſary virtue of 
patience 5 . however beneficial it may 
be to. mankind, in this inſtance, nothing 
can make a public Bank ſo little uſeful as 
ſlowneſs, delay, and adjournments: to 
give | life to the affairs of a trading people, 
their buſineſs at the Bank, in the morn- 
ing, ſhould never be left undetermined at 
noon. There are ſome. other objections 
to this profeſſion i in general for Directors, 
which ought not to be told to any but them- 
ſelves; but there i is a little circumſtance, 
which, indeed, is ſo trilling, that I ſhould 
not mention it if it might not ſometimes 
give good men pain to ſee the leaſt want 
of affability f in a public Office: a8 ſincere 
an anſwer is to be given with a ſmile as 
With A frown ; and it is a pity it ſhould, 
ever be forgot, that ſtrangers look more 
into the public Offices . than they do at 


the Bars of the Courts of Juſtice, ta form 
7 their 
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their opinion of the good breedbii of 
the people of a country: cuſtom, without 
any reaſon, ſeems ro have taught man- 
kind not to expect it at the Bar, but if a 
want of politeneſs is ever carried to any 
other public place of buſineſs, it is im- 
mediately confidered as a defect. 


Another impreſſion unfavourable to bu- 
ſineſs, is very apt to become an habit in 
Gentlemen bred to public Speaking, or 
the Details of the Chamber; every oc- 
currence is made the ſubject of debate, 
and matters that a few figures, or a Ves, 
or a No, with a little thought, might de- 
cide, are lengthened out into addreſs and 
negotiation, with which the principles of 
the Banking Buſineſs have little to do. 
{ would beg, my Lord, not to be miſun- 
derſtood ; my objection to chufing Di- 
rectors for a public Bank out of theſe 
two profeſſions, of private Bankers and 
Lawyers, is only meant to the profeſr ron 

"35 in 
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in general, as there are many jadividoals | 
amongſt both who poſſeſs talents and a. 
degree of difintereſtedneſs that makes 
them amongſt the moſt deſerving charac- 
ters: indeed I ſhould not have named 
any objection, was I not ſatisfied that 
the good of better half of the people 
of this country was in a very critical fi- 
tuation; and when this is the caſe, no 
man ought to paſs over ſilently whatever 
concerns them, much leſs compliment 
away his ſincerity, from motives of fear 
or miſtaken delicacy. 


| To. remove the Aitreſs which hath al- 

ready ariſen, and to prevent the impend- 
ing increaſe of it, is to reſtore the gene- 
ral Credit of the country in all the great 
branches of its foreign dealings, and to 
maintain and ſtrengthen its domeſtic cur- 
rency; and as a public Bank, with Funds 
adequate to the country's Commerce and 
internal Rag is the Fir ft ſtep: the next 
2 conſideration 


ment are the moſt ſalutary effects to the 


E 


conſideration is, under whoſe govern- 


general welfare to be expected? Doubt- 
leſs, from the combined management of 
the Landed and Trading Intereſt: the ad- 
vantage of both are the moſt cloſely con- 
nected with the conſequences : compared 
with theſe, Law and private Banking 
ſtand neuter ; ſtrip them of the orna- 
ments with which cuſtom has adorned. 
theſe two profeſſions in ſociety, and we 
ſee, that the firſt flouriſhes by the Folly 
and the laſt by the Nece//ty of mankind; 
ſurely then they are alike unpropitious to 
be employed as inſtruments to promote 
the tranquility and common good of a 
country. A ſet of DireQors, compoſed 
of Gentlemen of Landed Eftates, and of 
Merchants and Traders, could never 
coneur in any little bye views of advan- 
tage to themſelves or their own particu- 
lar friends; their Intereſt lies in their 
Eftates and their Trade, and they would 
7 <a not 
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r | 

not be led to look for it in any private 
indulgences from the ſociety to which 
they lent a few hours of their time once 
or twice a week, for which they might 
well be allowed a ſuitable compenſation : 
and to prevent any of that partiality 
which the beſt men will ſometimes allow 
_ themſelves to run into, no Loans of Mo- 
ney ſhould ever be allowed but in the 
preſence of many Directors, and theſe 
to aſſemble in one ſpot, and one book 
contain the thread of all their bufineſs. 


The complacency of your Lordſhip's 
character gives me no fear in writing 
without reſerve; to a perſon of inferior 

talents I might appear to treat a branch 
of buſineſs, which they conſider as a 
myſtery, with too much freedom; but 
to a perſon of diſcernment it will imme- 
diately occur, that ſyſtems far ſuperior 
to this are to be meaſured by the plain 
rules of Common-ſenſe; and who know, 
a — 
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if ever matters of daily buſineſs beoding 
myſterious, or ſo ſcattered into ſub-divi 
_ ions as to make them complex, it may 
directly be pronounced that the affairs of = 
ſuch a ſyſtem are approaching towards 
confuſion, and that we are no longer ſure 
of their being right than whilſt they re- 
main ſhort, Ape and obvious. 


In the choice of men for the govern . 
ment of ſuch a ſociety, the Spaniſh rule, 
I think, ought-not to decide, which ſays, 
never employ a man who has been un- 
fortunate: I do not know but it may, at . 
this day, be the ſame in the Commercial 
as it has been within our memory in the | 
Political World, where men of the moſt 
amiable characters have had all the oppo- 
ſition envy could create, added to the 
difficulties of their ſtation; and thoſe 
whom a little time might have convinced 
us deſerved better of their country, have 
been perſecuted from its ſervice bye ca- 
lumny and invective, 
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But that equal right which every go- 


vernment ought to allow to the ſubject of 
every corner of it, does not fo well ap- 


| ply to any confined provincial ſyſtem, 
in which natives of that particular part 


of it ought to be preferred, there being 
many neceflary circumſtances, of which 


a ſtranger rarely attains a a complete Know- 


2 . > EIS 


If, happily far this country, the neceſ- 
ßey of ſupporting ſuch an inſtitution 
ſhould appear to any conſiderable body 
of the great Land-owners, and if they 


do unite with the Trading People, to 
ſtop the confequences that are following 


the recent misfortunes; and if Gentle- 
men of property or abilities will be in 
earneſt, and give up a little of their 


time and attention, either to erect, re- 


pair, or enlarge a Bank to the degree 


the preſent ſituation of their country re- 
quires, and if care be taken that its go- 
vernment is uniform, liberal, and prudent, 


e 


wid ” every 


"us 


LES, 

| every year will make it take deeper 
root, and as its healing branches extend, 
Agriculture will gain ſtrength, and Trade 
will flouriſh; and then will it be moſt 
likely that the North part of this Iſland 
will be the laſt wherein Trade wall fall 
the Victim to Luxury, and all her train 


of tumultuous confequences ; and upon 


theſe Banks will Commerce reſt till the 
takes her laſt flight with Liberty, her con- 
genial ſpirit, and follow the courſe of the 
ſetting ſun to the great Atlantic's further 
ſhore, there to dwell together till that 
ſun ſhall ariſe which will ſet no more. 


But allow me to ſuppoſe that the 
Landed-Gentlemen ſhall ſay, that they 
fear no ſuch conſequences to their Inte- 
reſt, to follow a contracted Currency or 
a declining Trade, as are here attempt- 
ed to impreſs them with, and if they were 
obliged to lower their Rents a little, they 
would prefer that to engaging in mat- 
| ters 
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ters ils do not very well underſtand, 
in which they are not ſure but they might» 

loſe more than they could by any other 

means. I am not ſure that lowering the 

Rents a little is the worſt that can hap- 
| pen to them, neither am I ſure but there 
are men amongſt us in whom the love 
of human kind is ſtronger than their at- 
tachment to any ſpot of Ground called 
their country, and hefore they would ſee 
a great number of valuable people ſo 
oppreſt by Rents they could not pay, as 
to prefer begging their way out of their 
country in droves, to their ſtaying in it; 
I will not ſay before they could bear to ſee 


| many ſuch inſtances as theſe, but they 


would take the fide of humanity againſt 
all her foes, and to each village point their 
eaſy way to America, and leave behind 
them deſolate Towns and uncultivated 
Lands to the ſolitary poſſeſſion of their 
unkind maſters. It is far from being an 


inconſiderable number, whom too ſevere 
terms 
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terms hath already forced away from 
their country, and the real diſtreſs which 
this year has made us acquainted with, 
cannot be more juitly conveyed to A per- 
ſon, who never has had the pain of wit- 
neſſing ſuch ſcenes of woe, than it is in 


this paſſage of that beautiful Dem! the 


Deſerted Nie: JE 
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Good Heaven! wha forcoms goon that parting; 
day, : 
That call'd them from their native Walks . ; 
When the poor exiles, every pleafure paſt, 
Hung round their Homes, and enn look'd Nn 
_ laſt zz, Jo rn 0 U . 
And fook of ng farewel, and wiſh'd 3 in Vain 
And ſhuddering fill to face the diſtant geep, 
Return'd and wept, 'arid ſtill fetutn'd to 'weep. 


The good. old Sire, the: fit prepar'd to go 


To new-foung worlds, and wept for. others woe: 


But for himſelf. in conſcious * brave, 

He only wiſh'd' for worlds eye yond the 8 grave. 
His lovely daughter, eller in Ker tears, 
The fond companion of his helpleſs years, 
Silent, went next, neglectful of her charms, Ia 


And left a Lover's for a Father's arms, | 
With 
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With er plaints the mother ſpoke her woes, 
And bleſt the cot where every pleaſure roſe; ; 
And kiſt her thoughtleſs babes with many a tear, 
And claſpt them cloſe, -in ſorrow doubly: dear; ... 
Whilf her fond huſband ftroye to eat relief ES 
In all the filent manlineſs of _— ) — 


The whole of this humane perfor- 
mance, from which theſe tines are taken; 
is ſo truly deſcriptive of what has already 

happened, that I cannot help looking up- 
on its ingenious Author * as a. venerable 
prophet, foretelling, with lifted hands, 
the miſeries to come: and did we but 
know the feelings of many of the poor 
families who are for ever gone from their 
country, we might et with real cha- 
racters, thoſe that are here ſo finely ima- 
gined: hundreds more are prepared to 
go, and many others, more wary, wait 
to receive from their truſty e 

who are r before, * confir 
tion 
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tion of the good land they are told awaits 


the claim of new inhabitants, to make 
it the property of them and reg 


for ever; * that m truly be _ 
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And half the buſineſs of defiryction done. 


* 


that it is of the utmoſt neceſſity to the 


Intereſt of every mam of property in this 
country to lend all his aid to ſtop the ri- 


fing torrent, this can only be done by 
thoſe meaſures of equity which allows 
every ſober and induſtrious man to main- 


tain himſelf and his family, in the bare 


neceſſaries of life, by the work of his 
hands, whether Farmers or Tradeſmen, 
many of whom there now are that can- 


not do it with a much greater degree of 
labour than in general is required of the 


flaves in America. What then muſt he 
their ſituation? If many branches of trade, 
on which no ſmall numbers are dependent 


ſhall 


\ 


I 33 ** 


And to the laſt e Tam convinced, 


HA 


mall ei ier be greatly contracted, or re- 
nove from the country; if money be- 


comes conſiderably ſcarcer, and proviſi- 
ons hold their price, a little more delay 


and it will be too late to prevent the 


1 falling price of Lands, by maintaining 
| _ the currency or ſupporting the Trade of 
the country. If the effects of the preſent. 


gaining ground; Gentlemen muſt, of ne- 


ceſſity, lower the Rents of their eſtates to 


keep any Tenants upon them; and do by 


conſtraint what Lord Hiltbarough has late- 
ly done, with a noble freedom of mind 
that would do honour to an age famous 
ſor public virtue. But if the common 
people of this country are led, by the 


difficulties with which they obtain fo 
ſcanty a ſhare of the bare neceſſaries of 


life, to a general acquaintance with the 
comfortable effects that are likely to fol- 
low to themſelves and their families, by 


going 10 Amerianir it muſt not be ex- 
»$} 8 
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peed that finalt* conceſſions will keas 
them in a country where the very Taxes 
are much more than the Rent they woul 
pay for the fineſt Land in America; and 
it will not be : a very afy' matter to de- 
ter them from going in ſearch of it . 
repreſentations of the ſeverity of the Pro- 


vincial Laws; none can well be more 


mild or more moderate than they are * 25 


preſent, or more e likely” to continue fo, 
if we may judge by the reception the 

people of that country gave to that cele- 
brated 4 Hes in er e Sr aur 
Aer. e 
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1 he cauſe of 1 igration, from this 
once happy Iſland, did not ariſe from 


want and diſtreſs, it is beſides matter of 


great concern to every perſon who is at- 
tached to his king and his country, every 
man that removes out of it tends to 
_ weaken its ſtrength as an European State; 
and if ever the time ſhould come, but 
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= far be chat 8 —————, . when the 


manly miniſter of another war wants. to 


recruit che nation's arms, with an hardy 


and an intrepid race 1 men, from the 


3 


- may 8 to 5 88 . gd # 


there, to che aid. of our country's com- 


1 on cauſe: and were the Highlands the 
only part of Scotland that might be cx- 
pected to become thinned. of iss inhabi- 


tants, by emigration, even this might be 
felt to a degree of, ſome. importance in 
our national ſtrength; for in arms, eve- 
ry one of theſe men are worth a ſcore f 
the cities feeble breed: but it muſt not 


be expected if dithevlties ſpread and in- 
creaſe, that depopulation will, be, confi- 


ned to the Highlands: the common peo- 
ple of Scotland are very much actuated 
55 the 3355 . and the ſame impulſe | 

will 
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ure ed! in the late war. 
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will be felt almoſt to the ſame degree by 
them all; and indeed the tanditions upon 
which they might change their ſituations 
in their own country for others in the 
Colonies, ſpeaks ſo plainly to their feel- 
ings, that any public circumſtance which 
they ſee their; ſuperiors, allow, to cauſe 
any general increaſe of their difficulties: 
to get a. livelihood, will naturally lead 
them to make the compariſon, and it is | 
certain the concluſion they. draw. will fall 
againſt-1 the Intereſt of their Landlord who 
may very, ſoon, find ſome. i inconvenience 
to. repleniſh. his Ground with half the 
number of Tenants who. may. find them- 
ſelves rempted to leave the Land for 
which they Pay dear Rents, in exchange 
for ſuch as 1s. probably more fertile, for 
- which they will only have to give a ſmall | 
acknowledgment to make it their own. 
When once the minds of the people in 
general are awakened to the. confi dera- 
tion of theſe things, there is another cir- 
(5-2 cumſtance 


. tr en 


: : ae a” 2 8 W ane ont h | 
Want of that kindneſs and attention to the 


Welfare of the common people, Which 
fo ſtrongly attached their fithers'to the 


hoſpitaBle Maſters of the Land on which 
they Reed. "Vir be it from me to give 
your Lordſhif the idea" of à want of hof. 


Pitality in this "country to Friends or 


3 4 


Strangers ; perhaps there ar. 


few where 


both are more Kindly received :* that 
Which here now appears to be wanted, 


almoſt as much as in any part of Eng 
, land, is that concern for the good of the 


common people, in the L nd-owners 


and men of property, which alone can 
bind his gh and low, rich and poor toge- 
ther; His does not ſeem to ariſe ſo much 
from want of Kindneſs as a want of that 
time and attention required to form a true 


knowledge of the difficulties to which 


their fituation i is expoſed. In Scotland this 
T io we, 


* 
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may be done with a great degree of cet⸗ 
tainty. The preſent appearance of diſ- 


treſs to a numerous part of ſociety there, Eo 


is obvious, and in itſelf points out the 
remedy; and it is ſtill Within this coun- 
try's reach to remove its increaſing dif- 
treſs by. taking away the cauſes of the 
preſent; and if ſtrength is given, where» 
ever it can be done with any tolerable 
degree of ſafety, the Trade and Curren- 
cy of the country will ſoon revive, and 
every other branch of ſociety maintain its 
ground: the moſt important ought. to be 
the objects of the firſt and greateſt at- 
tention, and there are few caſes, amongſt 
the individuals of real conſequence to 
their country, where aid may juſtly be 
with-held from a fear of ſecurity: where 
two men are thought inſufficient ſureties 
for a ſum required, four, ſix, or ten may 
be unqueſtionable; and thus by taking up 
the cauſes of diſtreſs from the various 
fountains out of which they will other- 
FS wiſe 
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FR wiſe Wa the Trade and Agriculture 

df Scotland may be ſo recovered and 
ſtrengthened as to be the 8 oe the 
Whole 88 mak in their decline. | 


1 wall now, my Lord, ee a lit- 
tle further upon your condeſcenfion, to 
make a few remarks on the preſent fitu- 
ation of by far the moſt numerous part of 
the inhabitants of the whole Hand, which 
muſt ſtrike any perſon who has lately 
travelled through a great part of it with 
leiſure and attention, and whoſe time 
has been divided betwixt London and 
different parts of the kingdom, in a pret- 
ty general intercourſe with moſt ranks 
of men, particularly thofe on whom the 
Trade, as well as the ſtrength of the 
ſtate, muſt depend; and to a perſon of 
common obſervation, whoſe life has been 


favourable for acquiring this mixt know 
ledge of town and country, it muſt 


bah appear, that there are at this 
1 Ra time 


time, in London, and in general over 
the whole Iſland, the cleareſt indications 
of the actual exiſtence of cauſes, which 
muſt, by the moſt unerring .conſequen»- 
ces, be productive of a declining Trade, 
and an accumulating weakneſs to the na- 
tion, as an European State; and When 
theſe cauſes are diſcovered, they will 
appear to lie too deep for any ſuch 
partial remedies to remove, as are point- 
ed out to Scotland as the means of rein- 
Rating her internal welfare, and to enable 
that part of the united kingdom to go on 
to bear its ſhare of the national ſtrength, 
by reſtoring all the health its members 
are capable of enjoying, as parts of the 
Body of the Conſtitution: but the cauſes 
of decay to the whole of the great na- 
tional body, lie far back, and have ariſen 
by ſlow degrees to the cumberous load 
under which it is now opprefled, | 
It appears to be invariable in all Com- 
mercial countries, that the ſtate can only 
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Aouriſh while- Tate is twoſptraw, and 
a little confideration on the ſituation of | 
Society may convince us als: muſt ever 


YE ran may 
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of the Huſbandman, and the earth yields 


him an abundant» increaſe. for his induſ- 
try, plenty ſoon ſmiles through all the 
land; the whole family of Manufactu- 
rers are fed at a ſmall expence, the 
Works of their hands are completed at a 


moderate price, the Trader meets a rea- 
dy ſale for all the Merchandize of his 


country; induſtry becomes cbearful with 

£7 ſucceſs, and every wind that blows 

ſpreads wealth and ſtrength amongſt 
them. The reverſe of this model is, 7 
when the moſt plentiful baryeſt is ren- 

dered dear by the price of the Land from 

- Which it is raiſed; when the Huſband- 


man riſes early, and late takes reſt, and 
With all the ſweat of his brow, hath the 


n difficulty to procure food and 
cloathing, 


2 
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cloathing, alter Paying the rent of u 
ground ;! the Bread of the. Manufacturer | 
| wh then be dear bought, his Wages 
_ muſt bear their proportion; all. the ar- 
f ticles of Trade become high. priced: 
the ſtranger comes not to purchaſe in 
ſuch a country; the warchouſes of the 
Merchant are filled with unſaleable 
| goods ; ; and the ManufaRurer ceaſes to 
be employed : the young, the unſkilful, 
and ancient, ſoon find their utmoſt la- 
bour unequal to their neceſſities: they 
become poor, and a burthen to the ſo- 
ciety in which they live; and thus, by 
an unavoidable conſequence, the diffi- 
culties of the Farmer, Manufacturer, 
and Trader, are made to increaſe: the 
acquiſition of Foreign gold does but in- 
flame the account to a country Wwhoſe 
ſtrength is its Trade; and if the riches 
of all the Indies flows into its ports, if 
they tend to increaſe the price of the 
neceſſaries of life, they n to ſhut up 
all 


| t gs 3 
ar the articles of export from ſuch a 
- country to every foreign market: the 
bulk of the inhabitants of every country 
muſt live by their labour; if they are 
| AM employed they muſt Second poor 
and needy, and the ſtate to which they 
belong will become weak, if all the Gold 
and Diamonds in the World were lodged 
within their country. Suppoſe a Nation 
of but ſmall extent, compared with its 
neighbours, its equality, much more its 
4 ſuperiority, cannot depend on its num 
bers: its ſtrength muſt ariſe. from its in- 
dividuals being more excellent than their 
' neighbours :- its fleets muſt be manned, 
and its armies recruited, with men ren- 
dered hardy by being bred to induſtry, 
and brave by being free and indepen- 
dent. Suppoſe the Trade of ſuch a coun- 


8 try to decline, the firſt perſon that feels 


its effects is the Merchant, and after 
him, the Manufacturer, and the Mari- 
ner: numbers then flock for ſafety into 
2 8 the 


„„ 
the profeſſion of the Farmer, and in- 
creaſe the ſtruggle betwixt the exorbitant 
Rent of Land, and the price the diſtreſ- 
ſed many are able to pay for its produce. 
Suppoſe the inhabitants of a country in 
ſuch a fituation to be deprived of the 
privilege of leaving it, and continue 
pent up within its dominions, till poverty 
and diftreſs has reduced the ſtrength and 
courage of the bulk of the people, to an 
equality with the Inhabitants of a neigh- 
bouring State that poſſeſſed double the 
number, and whether the natives of the 
ſmaller nation were under the abſolute 
command of one Lord or many, it could 
not be that they ſhould long defend them- 
ſelves, or their maſters, againſt twice 
their number; though- ſpiritleſs, yet as 
 firong, as brave, and as Free, a8 them- | 
ſelves. 


To Gentlemen of high blood and good 
AY this may appear extremely dif- 
tant 
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tant to MY ſituation of the Inhabitants of 
this country, I truſt it is fo with. the 
greateſt part of them, but a man muſt 


| reconcile himſelf to diſcredit all his ſen- 


ſies before he can believe that there is not 


vom, all over England, thouſands who 


are difpirited and depreſſed to the low- 
239 neither is half their number com- 
poſed of the idle or extravagant, but of 
ſuch as are willing to labour, and kno- 
not where to be employed: and if your 
Lordſhip will imitate good old Somerſet 
in the hard froſt, you may, like him, 


unobſerved, behold with your own eyes, :, 


ſome hundred inſtances hereof, without 
going further than ten minutes walk 
will carry you, to the N. E. of the Royal 
Exchange: there you may ſee the feeble 
Artiſt taking home his family's ſcanty 
morſel upon the ſkewer's point; and the 
children, like the half-fledged feathered 
| N wich anger impatience, wait the 
coming 


T I. 


coming of Weib parent bird, to propor 


tion, with nature's equal hand, the little 


bit to the mouth chat eats it. Here men 
may learn to prize and uſe tlie privilege 
of having Guineas; that juſtice and 
their wants can ſpare. But, it may be 


ſaid; theſe diſtreſſes are confined to the 
only continue for à feaſon; did this ap- 
pear to be che caſe, your Lordſhip's hus 


manity might not have had the pain of 


ced of the contrary, and that the ditfi- 


culties of the lower ranks of the inha- 


| bitants, throughour the whole kingdom, 
has regularly increaſed upon them, by 
the moſt apparent degrees, for the laſt 


ten years: and if the evidence is taken 


from the cloſeſt examination of the cir- 
cumſtances of men who live by their La- 
bour in any part of the country, it will 
be found, that a perſon of induſtry in 
his occupation, eſteemed of tolerable 
capacity 


\ 


33 
| capacity in it, and is conſtantly employ- 
ed, has the utmoſt difficulty to ſupply = 
the abſolute wants of himſelf and his fa- 
x. mily; and take the inſtance of one, 
that is rather within the number, of which 
poor mens families generally confiſt: 
ſtate on one hand all the Wages he re- 
ceives, and on the other, the preſent coſt 
of the common neceſſaries of life, and 
the concluſion to be drawn from both 
will aſtoniſh any man accuſtomed to eaſy 
circumſtances, how it is poſſible for hu- 
man life to be ſupported with ſo ſmall a 
quantity of the articles it cannot Want; 
not making any allowance for fickneſs 
or the leaſt deviation into exceſs; for 
amongſt thoſe ranks of men whoſe fitua+ 
tion in life does not allow them the ad- 
vantages of well-informed minds for the 
government of their actions, but if both 
theſe are taken into the account, in the 


moſt moderate degree, and added to 
them, 


o 


R 


_ ti 8 1. 
them, a little fluQuation in the Branch 
of; Trade on which their employment de- 
pends, it will then appear impaſſible 
but diſtreſs, miſery, and. want muſt, be 
felt in all the various tages of extremity 
by che ante of the common Peel f 
big the fituation of : a "geeks pane of Si 
at this day, That there are cauſes pro- 
dudtive hereof is. as undeniable as the ef- 
fects which are ſeen; and as theſe cauſes 
appear in their very nature to be follows 
ed by a regular accumulation of the evil 
their conſequences-produce, the ſituation | 
of thoſe numerous” parts of ſociety they 
moſt affect, muſt ever continue to grow 
worſe whilſt the. cauſes from which Hey 
ariſe remain in exiſtence. 1 
4 ſhall lay no 75" Gs on the freedom 
of my obſervations on what theſe cauſes 
are, and if they ſhould appear narrow, 
miſtaken, or ill-founded to a_ perſon 
placed 
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— i an ele rated * who has e 


command of '# more Juſt and extenſive 


- profpe over the great concerns -of his 
uy, yet I am ſatisfied of the indul- 


ge ice with which your Lordſhip wille re- 


from a perſon placed fo far 
belbjy you WS. to VIA + n "ſuch advan- 
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tk may be o in nt kbitted Ades, but 
where the en oyment of the bulk of the 
community depends on the Commerce of a 


country, every addition to the number, 


ſupported by internal Luxury, increaſes 
the burthen with which the produce and 
 ManufaQures of a country goes loaded 

| 6 N 


= 


tal 


to all foreign markets, and whenever the | 
ſcale of Luxury preponderates i in a com- 


mercial ſtate, it as effectually prevents 


the paſſing of exports into other nations, 
as if a. chain was — a erofs the e en. 
trance of their, ſeaports. | p A 


of ** 1 
De 
x” 
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The ee whom FT and | is 
arts employ in this Kingdom, are be- 


come an heavy charge upon every ftage 


of its T rading Branches; and hundreds 
of thouſands are now every year colleQ- 


+ 4 iis, 


ed from .the induſtry of the uſeful mem- 
bers of. the ſtate, and poured out by 1 la 


vin hands upon the innumerable rate 


whom Luxury has, raifed 1 to croud the i in- 
duſtrious hive, and live_ upon the honey 


it + Hf 4s 


that was never made by the labour of 
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their render. hands. c 
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Any Town in kaglind t "hat i is. fe- 
quented by Nobility or families of ex- | 
pence, may be received as a plain i in- 


A ſtance 


| 7 95 1 — Es 

Mae of it elkects of Libeury in 4 Ta- 

= ding Nate ; and it muſt at once appear 

| how. te ee it would be to the 

fucceſs of the moſt Staple Article of our 
Manufactures, ' ·0 te the 1a ibotir it e- 
quired done at a place where all che ne- 

ceſſaries of life were rendered dear and 

ſcarce by a number of extravagatit con- 

Tumers : 'Oop poſe to this a town Where 

there are but few hols Wants are not 

Tupplied by the Tabours of their hands, | 

452 0 We dall ür imm nediately ſee "the caufe 

of Manufattutes Avi ing from "the" Capital: 

apply this ite ate he Whole King pron 

we fee the caviſe of thoſe Aificatite 

Is lich ' the articles of our Exports 

| now find their entrance into thoſe foreign 

3 countries, here they even He the ad- 

vantage of long cuſtom to give them the 

— Preference, but foreigners now annex 

the idea of  high-priced, or much 7 money, 

"whenever they hear the; ſound” of the 


very name of England. 


| Thai 
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Thoſe in Ireland and in Scotland, 
Por nh murmur at the abſence of the rich- 
eſt people belonging to. them; may con- 
ſole. .themſelves with the advantage it 
gives them ag Manufacturing and Trading 
Countries; it is true, they often looſe by 
the abſence of their Nobility and, Gen- 


tlemen that aid which men of the. moſt 
improved underſtandings and indepen- 
dent fortunes can always render to the 
country they live in: but notwithſtand- 
1 theſe advantages, if the Nobility and 
Genn were to take with them a nume- 
rous train, and ſpread difipation and ex- 
pence around them, there can be no 
doubt, as Manufacturing and Trading 
Countries, they would pay too dear for 
their preſence, by the addition it would 
unavoidably create in the price of all the 
neceſſaries of life and labour, in the ex- 
pence of which thoſe countries that are 
our rivals in Commerce, are as much be- 


low Ireland and Scotland as theſe are 
| 5 below 


below Bash Au 48 England in ge- 
neral is cheaper than London: this leads 
"us to the fountain from whence all the 
evils flow ; and we diſcover in the ſeat 
of t government itſelf, the ſource that ſends 
forth thoſe ſtreams of Luxury and ex- 
Pence that overſpread the land, and de- 
ſtroy its commerce; and where its in- 
fluence moſt prevails, there we ſee thoſe 
fatal evils that every ſtate ſhould' dread; 
A declining Trade, people unemployed, 
Proviſions high. priced, ſubjects decreaſ- 
ing in their number; by the hard/condi- 
tions under which every poor man ſees 
bis children moſt be raiſed, giddy thou- 
| ſands - forſaking fair Virtue's peaceful 
Ways, and becoming a früitlefs race; 
and as the idle and abandoned love not 
order, as their numbers grow: they re- 
cruit the herd of members for ſedition: 
Can conſequences ſo obnoxious to go- 
vernment ſpring from government itſelf? 


The 
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1 he records of hiſtory us alc 
many inſtances where the ſubverſion of 
a government hath proceeded directly 
from its own meaſures: in ſuch caſes the 
exiſtence of the cauſes, is ſeldom admit- 
ted as good evidence, till the effects ap- 
pear: we are naturally unwilling to be- 
lieve what we do not wiſh ſhould be: - 
true; but when conſequences begin tio 
take place, it has often been too late to 
prevent the danger, even if all the mem- 
bers of a ſtate were ready to unite in the 
endeavours to do it: and if there are 
cauſes which in their nature tend to wea- 
ken, and finally to deſtroy the ſtrength 
and independence of a ſtate, it is equal- 
ly intereſting to both prince and people, 
to examine if there are at preſent the 
marks of any ſuch cauſes amongſt them. 
This enquiry will take its date from that 
time when it firſt was made the Intereſt 
of one Engliſhman to buy the ſuffrage of 
another, to diſpoſe of it again, with the 

FE 1 | freedom 


1 „ 7; 


n of bis voice ** the ** 
branches of a government, whom recent 
experience had taught to fear the cenſure 
of the repreſentatives of the people: and 
as favourite objects aroſe, foreign to the 
common good of the people, the neceſſi- 
ty increaſed to have the ſanction of an 
approbation the people themſelves never 
would give; the ſmiles of government 
therefore ſhone upon her pliant ſons, 
and their unweary conſtituents were 
lured with gold and for ever ſold their 
birth-right. Improving times hath re- 
duced to ſyſtem what neceſſity began, 
and many of thoſe privileges which were 
Poſſeſſed by numbers, and at ſtated peri- 
ods, devolved upon the perſon of their 
choice, have long been held by purchaſe 
as the property of a fingle man, and as 
Majority gave the word of command, 
this object hath been purſued by tho 
fame uniform courfe in all the various 
changes at the helm, till by degrees a 
large 


* 
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large proportion of the Fs ATT" 8 wei ght 
have been x reduced into the poſſeſſion Ih . 
4 few, ang at 155 will, bartered for the 
object of their avarice or ambition ; 10 - 
that many. of thoſe who were formerly | 

appointed. and paid as the truſty and 
faithful ſervants of a community, have, 
become independent of the people's 
choice ; and tho the name they ſtill bear 
implies Re ſ pon ſi bility, yet they have long 
ſince out-lived an idea that became ſo 
neceſſary to be forgot, when Honour or 
Intereſt were not beſtowed by the peo- 
ple's s voice: and thoſe parts of the con- 
ſtituent number, who haye not, or could 
not alienate the privilege of their choice, 

have often had it diverted from thoſe 
men, on whom it would otherwiſe of 
courſe have fallen, who ſtood moſt re- 
commended to the general eſteem and 7 
confidence by the known ability and 


probity of their characters; inſtead of 


whom much pains : and expence has been 
H 4 taken 


- 
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Þ'* eyails who ſhall ſtand foremoſt on the 
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ei with eleQive bodies, to make chem 5 8 
prefer, (what no man naturally does) 
men whoſe conducts they knew leſs an- : 


ſwered thoſe marks, or men whom they 
did not know at all. Later times bath 
reduced this practiſe into a more com. 
pendious ſyſtem, and the ruling 1 power is 
relieved of che trouble of its interference 
by individuals of wealth or influence; 
and when their man appears, his voice is 
ſooner purchaſed than that of the body 
from whence he comes, many of whoſe 


mouths are ſhut againſt complaint, by 


having done in the firſt inſtance for a 


ſmall reward, what he afterwards does 


for-a greater; and indeed Intereſt and 
Promotion are ſo generally made to lean 
to thoſe who are moſt willing and uſeful, 
in forwarding the wiſhes of their ſaperi- 
ors, that the idea of criminality is now 
changed i into that of prudence to accept 
an offered advantage, and an emulation 


liſt; 


j/ 
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liſt : there are, undoubtedly, many 16G % 
the elective bodies to whom this cannot 5 
juſtly be applied, but their being uncor- 
rupted ſeems to ariſe more from the great- 
neſs of their number than their virtue, as 
there are few places where they can be 
brought within the reach of influence, 


but it is found to prevail: and thoſe con- 
ſtituents who give their ſuffrages with a 


view to their on preſent advantage, re- 
linguiſh the very claim to a diſintereſted 
repreſentation; and if the proportion of 
the elective body, who act under the 


influence of ſuch ſentiments, may be eſti- 


mated from thoſe who avow their mo- 
tives, it would make no ſmall part of the 
whole number, to whom muſt be added, 
all thoſe . whoſe rights are held as the 
property, or under the ſole direction of 
an individual, and theſe together affords 
the moſt ſatisfactory evidence that the 
Majority of that body, whoſe voice is of 
ſo much importance to whatever concerns 

the 
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exſons or property, of the lababitantg 
5 his Iſland, are members who haye 
been thus conſtituted, and who — 
aually paid a valuable confideration for 
che place upon which they fit, and there - 
fore conſider that they have a right to 
make any uſe of it they pleaſe, and hold 
themſelves accountable to none but thoſe 
to whom. they in their turn, have ſur- 
rendered-the freedom of their voice, for 
a gratification received or promiſed. L 
Now admitting 1 mn a ſociety. of five hun- 
dred and fifty, that three hundred of 
them-really conſiſt of ſuch members, it 
m. follow that they cannot be expected 
wee: with any greater reſtraint under 
Adminiſtration than another; at li- 


tage, it is of no importance to them by 
whom che mirrour is held, if it is only 
ſteady, and conflantly reflects upon them 
the warm rays of the Idol they worſhip, 


On the other hand 121 it be granted, that 
the 


: 3 197 J 
the remaining! two. hundrec and fifty, are 
the free unbiaſed choice of the people 
they repreſent, that the conſtituents of 
every one of this number had a quſt ſenſe 
of the importance of an office that poſ- 
ſeſſed ſuch power over themſelves, and 


therefore were to the laſt degree atten- 


tive, that he in whom they repoſed their 


truſt ſhould be the perſon amongſt them 


whoſe life bore the neareſt reſemblance 
to thoſe qualities which are given us, hy 
one of the greateſt legiſlators ® the world 
ever ſaw, as the characteriſtios of thoſe 
who ought to be choſen into offices of 
power over the people; That they 
ſhould be able men, ſuch as fear God, 
men of truth, hating covetouſne ſs: And 
let it be ſuppoſed that the electors of 
this number really choſe them by theſe 
marks, and that they when choſen con- 
fidered the people's good as the rule of 
their conduct, and like all men who have 
—— 


* Moſes. 
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| alen to the n attainments in wits 


dom and virtue, acted with a diffidence 


in their own knowledge; and when a 


queſtion occurred of a doubtful nature, 
they informed the people Who had ſent 


them there, that the matter in agitation 
was only ef importance ſo far as its ef- 
fects might concern them and their po- 
ſterity, and therefore wiſhed the oldeſt 
and the wiſeſt amongſt them would con- 
fer together, that they might have the 


aſſiſtance of their united experience to 


Juſtify their conduct to their country, as 
well as to thoſe amongſt whom they 


ſtood: and allow it alſo to be granted, 


chat they were entirely independent in 


their circumſtances (by their wants being 
leſs than their income) and that they, in 


all things, acted as nearly as they could 


to what they believed the people would 
do were they preſent: in ſhort, ſuppoſe 
that every one of theſe two hundred and 


fifty was 2 Savile, what does it avail if 
the 
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the Mer only c of. the eg confi 
30 eadin . 
in, e the vaice o of the Majority i is 
only, another name. for. what 18 beligyed 
to be the, Intereſt of the Majority; ; and 
though, honour, and — are not 
now thought to flow . from the people, 
yetlix isn certain the ſupplies ddes; and 
therefore ſo far as money (under what- 
ever name it goes) is the object purſued 
by the Repreſentatives of the People, fo 
far have they an, Intereſt contrary, to the 
Intereſt; of the people, becauſe. What 


thy: e the — pay; Bi ſuch 
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enery,. ns: caſe. admits of ee 


evidence; but to take the inſfance of 
one of the members of the ſociety who 
laſt winter was the loudeſt in declaring, 


that alk were the People, and in, that 
place 


. motiye of their 0 ? And 
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er 
"iſ Hoke: they were aſſembled: there 
are many others that admit of ſhorter 
proof, but there appears a greater de- 
gree. of Juſtice i in trying the merits of the 
queſtion ; in the cafe of this very gentle- 
man; the people of the oommunity whoſe 
name he repreſents, were tempted a feu 

| Ears by ago to fell their freeholds''to my 

1 Lord - 4 a Majority of them did ſo: 

- - laft election theſe freeholds were 
conveyed to nominal voters, one of 

| | whom afterwards refuſed to Te-convey | 
he property to my Lord, an action was 
commenced againſt bim, and the man 
having added to the ſbaſeneſs of his em- 
ployment the folly of giving an obliga- 
tion, he Was held to che performance of 
it; 5 {that it is à fact publicly and per- 
feally known, that this part of the con- 
ſtituents all exiſt in the perſon of one 
noble Lord, and if he was in his place 
at the inſtant of the declaration being 


made, it was literally true, chat all the 
people 


- 
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people the Honourable Gentleman re- 
preſented were then really aſſenibled: 


Whatever pain it may give us te even 


doubt che want of 4 quality chat would 


Othérwiſe make the "fine charabter de- 
light Hur hearts as well as our arb, 


whenever we liſtened to the fineſt flow E- 


bf the brighteſt eloquence; but to re- 
ceive the declaration as it certainhy was 


meant to be underſtood, I fhould as 


don expect the Gentleman 0 believe 


this; if I' aſſured him that the people of 
Hindeſtan were afembled in Leadenhall 


. Street, and to that place only we muſt go 


13 


dete 


Nene 


Alter ithis aha iof his! ſoichy WR | 
We hall now: take a [ſhort vic of à ſiu- 


branch of its meaſures for à few 


ere paſt, and enquire at what! time; 


and in whoſe adminiſtration, the Majori- 
ty refuſed to grant any ſupplies that 


were deſired of them? Or if ſuch a Vote 
a paſt 
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4 paſt with difficulty under one ad 

ſtration, was it not given with its uſual 
freedom upon the ſucceſſion of the, next 
more favourable influence? And if it 
was not very evident at the times of the 
largeſt ſums being voted from the Pe- 
ple, that they became burthened with a 
certain evil, by the expence of purſuits, 
wherein thelr good was extremely douht- 
ful; and in which it could in no wiſe he 
ſaid, that, either their protection or de- 
| fence were concerned. In ſhort; a can- 
did man muſt confeſs; that under all the 


— — 


change of miniſters our memories can 
reach, the Majority of the Repreſenta- 
tives of the people, have given their li- 
beral concurrence to magnify the moun- 


ain which laviſh hands have laid upon 


their country; and to bring, the hiſtory 
down to the preſent hour, beſides the 
great debt which juſtice demands ſhould 
be truly paid, a long and large account 
appears of enormous Salaries, Sinecures, 
: benfie ous, Perquiſites and Gifts, in a de- 
gree 


* 
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them at Induſtry's hand. Theſe are the 


5 enn 

gree the right of ſome, but ſo unjuſt to 
many, and fo over- rated to all, that Equi- 
ty would bluſh to claim the payment of 


cauſes of the many growing Poor and the 
feu growing rich; and as every year re- 


volves, the load of an expenſive Govern- 


ment takes Millions from the labour of 
the ſubjects in general, and transfers them 


into the hands of the great and opulent, 


and by its application being favourable to 


Luxury it gives a double edge to wound 


the nation's ſtrength and commerce. Thus 
by juſt decree, the inability to give is pro- 
duced by the abuſe of that which before 


was given: and now in the midſt of 
peace the yearly Taxes the Public pay, 
are found inſufficient to prevent the Fi- 
nancier of the State from becoming the 
annual Inſtitutor of the moſt deſtructive 


ſpecies of gaming, by which our very 
ſervant maids are taught to dwell upon 
the hopes of living without Induſtry, and 

. e the 
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- Hh "example: of a prize inſtru@s thou- 
| fands| to commit rebellion againſt che 
wiſe ordinations of Providence, that men 
intemperate candidates for wealth quote 
the public patronage of the meaſures of 
the late, and with themſelves ruin thou- 
. lands. Thoſe who would with 40form 


| other origi than truth, . not — 
tract themſelves with multiplying cz calcula - 
tioms of how much we ſhall pay off in ten 
| van peace; only allow the preſent 
charge of Government to ſtand as it does, 
and if that happy period ſhould be ex- 
tended to five times the length, the ina- 
bility of the ſubjects, who bear the bur- 

then of the Taxes, will increaſe by a 
tenfold. proportion to the Scraps of re- 
duftion that hath been made fince the 
conc luſion of the laſt war: fur we have 
the moſt demonſtrable evidence from all 
8 we can 2 ſee or feel, that the 
I : effects 


4 oy 1 5 


effects of the preſent Taxation is 1 itſelf 
ſufficient to deſtroy che ability. of conti- 
nuing to pay it, in the bulk of the Inhas 


bitants of the kingdom, in 1 the; preſent ſi- 


tuation of its Trade, the decline of which 


is greatly aſſiſted by the cauſes that co 
cur with the weight 1 the r bur- 
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| The <alendid: en 00 an expen· 

— Government are ſeen through all che 
| Land, and inflame vain Mortals Minds 
with Avarice and Ambition. Titles, Of- 
fices, and Emoluments, with all the ho- 


nours ſuch diſtinctions can give, are be- 


ſtowed in proportion to the power and 
influence of thoſe Who will act in obedi- 
ence. to the Meaſures of Miniſters of 


State: all arts are uſed; the whole earth 
is ſearched to find materials to bruld. a 


pile whereon men may climb to poſts of 
eminence, and havock is made of one 
quarter of the globe for treaſure, to ap- 

1 peeaſe 


3 
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pe. the contagion of their etiaaaple;} hint 
every year ſurpriſes us with the ſudden 
glories of men grown rich without La- 
bour or Virtue; whoſe equipages ſhine 
like meteors, and n een e * 


ben ee 


£ 
r 9 7 2 5 14 Oe 
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This is not all the noble A e of 
our country are led by the blaze of 
wealth to-forlake' the hoſpitable manſic ions 
of their anceſtors, and leave the princely 
dignity of dis penſing eaſe and plenty on 
all around them, to croud the overgrown 
f capital, and throng amongſt an undiſtin- 
guiſhed number to imitate the gilded in- 
- feQts of a day, in ſhow and luxury. The 
E evil our nation feels is hut here begun: 
our country ſwarms with men grown rich 
Wen font made to blunt the pointed 
ſteel, or to remove the more cruel ne- 
ceſſity which Eaſtern Arts of Tyranny 
have taught Britons to inflit, or thoſe 
who "Weſtern Slaves command, or the 
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numerous breed of Paymaſters, Agents, 


Contractors and Commiſſaries; all theſe 


fly round the Land, and with the uni- 
ted powers of wealth and cunning cor- 
rupt the eee and make Haves of free- 
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The n Ain finds Eiaſelf 


reed at his very door, and many, by 
an honeſt zeal; are led to oppoſe their 
country's being repreſented by men who 


are known but by their Equipage, and 


whoſe | Merit can only he eſtimated by 
the number of their Horſes: but ſince 
half- thinking Voters have miſtaken their 


intereſt for a bride, and have loaded 


themſelves and their country by battef- 
ing their voices for ar gift, the country 


Gentleman not only engages with all 


the odds of wealth againſt him, but 
his native honeſty ſtands oppoſed in the 
unequal combat, with all the addreſs 
| "ns ſchools. of artifice can | teach the 
5 1 y moſt 
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From ee cauſes riſe to 


prioe of band and create the 


eager exaction of Rents, which have 


been ſo generally advanced over all the 
rtountry; to counteratt - the weight! of 
foreign weulth, àAnchto furniſh mans of 


b equal : l N 


dee Lands, Redteg Provifons“ Labour 
wih priced, and lall te Articles wf our 


oſe eountries thar-are « our rivals in eve. 
baute deoling, and 1 moſt: the Imports, 


me people who are the conſumers: and 
as/every returning year ſweeps up its 


nay 8 branches 


Here we have the cduſe 
_ complete of all the miſchief to which a 
 hation-could be expoſed by its greateſt 


reduce carried tol every market under 
terms of diſadvantage, compared with : 


our Exports of 
A8 poverty increafes' amongſt the bulk of ä 


millions,” from wot 3 ects, thro the 
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1 
branches of che Revenue and (1 wiſh I 
could not add) the Church, the natural 


operation performed by both, is to gire 


to the few what is taken from the many, 
and as the load moves along it reduces 
thouſands of families to indigence; /as it 


raiſes ſcores to independance; and every | 


Horſe and every Man that are added to 
the train of modern gigatneſs; increaſes 
the burthen that now lays heavy on the 
loweſt and middling orders of the Inha- 
bitants of our country and upoꝶ any 
little f interruption to Trade or Credit 
diſorder and diſtreſs ſpreads amongft 
them: and we muſt prevail with-0ur- 
ſelves to patiently expect the daily in- 
creaſe of both, till the ingenious diſco- 
very is made, of raiſing cheap Produce 
upon dear Ground, of making low-priced 
Manufatturies by the labour of people 
who muſt live upon kigh-priced: Provi- 
ions, and till it is found that Commerce 


will mereafe and flouriſh. beft in countries 
0 whoſe 


by 
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ene coſt moſs. But till theſe 
diſcoveries are made we muſt form our 
judgments of the fituation of our own 
country by old faſhioned maxims that 
have: been found true in the experience 
of all others; and whoever compares the 


| price of Land, Proviſions, Labour and 


Taxes in Great Britain, with thoſe of any 
other country in; Europe; Man for Man, 
and Acre for Acre, will then reſt ſatisfi- 
ed, that ſo long as the cauſes continue 
which have; produced. the preſent ine» 
quality, ſo long muſt our Merchants be 
more and more incumbered, our Manu- 
facturers be leſs and leſs employed, and 
the labouring people be more and more 
needy ;. every year will increaſe the 
Tiches of the opulent, reduce the pro- | 
perty of the middling people, and in- 
creaſe the number and diſtreſs of the 
poor, and if the difficulties continue with 
Which the generality of theſe are now 
overwhelmed, ſo that with all their care 

di | „ 


( Wm] 
and induſtry they cannot find means of 
procuring a bare ſubſiſtance. their num 
bers muſt decreaſe : if they have not the 
means of ſubſiſtance ſufficient for them- 
ſelves, how can they think of yielding a 
part of it to their offspring? If they, are 
not able to take care of themſelves even 
in their own illneſs, how can they bring 
up, and look after Creatures, who are 

n a ſtate of continual illneſs, that is, In- 
Fancy; And when Depopulation has once 
gained much ground in à country the 
people drop off by an imperceptible, and 
- habitual malady ; born in Langour and 
Miſery, under the oppreſſion of falſe 
Maxims. adopted by Government, the 
people are deſtroyed without perceiving 
the Cauſes of their deſtruction; and it 
will be in vain to expect aſſiſtance from 
the children which may be born in fu- 
ture; this hope is totally over: people 
raiſed up under diſtreſs, are generalhy as 


void of courage as they are of induſtry. 
Indeed 
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ate e is "equally painful and afſo⸗ 


nifÞing to any perfon, of common hu- 


> mant, to ſee ch numbers unable to 
1 With ſuch abundance, but his ſurpriſe 


eaſes When he looks on the heaps 
| which are held under the hands of Ava- 


proctire "thettifelves' the abſolute neceſſa- 
ies of life, in 4 County that is blefſed 


rice and only beſtowed upon the objects 


ar Latury or Ambition, very little of . 
Which ever reaches the Toft © numerous 
a8 well as "the Hoſt uſeful part of the 


x(t Lom whoſe, induſtry i it is 
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* en beta can ave few greater 
| Wiler to fear, than the Cauſes of that 


Uiſtrels which is now fo viſible in it, the 
Sondin dance of which muſt weaken and 
finally deflroy thofe orders of the Nate 
on whom its ſtrength depends, a little 
TÞnger and the rap of an expenſive 
1 2 75 1 Government, 
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; Government, b weil; of itſelf, divide: es 
ſubjects into a poor diſpirited -multitude; 
 and:arſet:off opulent and imperious Dio. 
tators; and if ſuch as areable; continue 
to be permitted to remove to our happy 
. Colonies, it may not be many ages till 
few will be left behind, but the Rich 
and Great, that may think their country 
worth defending, either for themſelves 
or their Nobles; and if they were wills 


ling, the Chaſtiſe ments of Power may 


noi have leſt the cominbn! people Co 
rage enough to ſtand againſt the bold 
ſtep of fierce! Ruſfian; and our Grand- 
ſons niay thinle theinſelves Blefled,” in 
ſeeing the Land they live in become the 
province: of more civilized” maſters. If 
 ſome'ſuch conſequences: as theſe do not 
follow the continuance of the cauſes that 
have been accumulating for many years 

paſt, this kingdom muſt ſtand a nega- 
tive in the annals of time to the Hiſto- 
24 of the whale: World. If the Inhabi- 


rants 
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 rahtstof a country are allowed; by 4 
deration of their Government, to en- 


joxcthe:comforts of life by the fruits of + 


zeir- Labour, and after contributing to 
he juſt ſupport of the ſtate that protects 


them, are left in the poſſeſſion of ſome 


little property, they will ever be un- 
daunted in the defence of it; but when 
an honeſt induſtrious man finds, with 


All his care, that there remains to him 
and: his family but: à very ſcanty ſhare 


of Food and Cloathing, after paying 
the Rent to his Lord, and the Tax to 
His ene begins to think he enjoys 
but a ſmall proportion of the good things 
e Bis country abdunds and 


When: ſucceedling years ftill- make his 
part leſs, Peace forſakos his Dwelling ; 


the Tears of a Wife and the Cries of 
Children, (raiſed by the acute Feelings 
tms heart of a Briton ſcems the leaſt able 

i bear; ihe generous Breaſt turns from 
| '" me 
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the Diſtreſs it cannot relieve, and in fi- 
lence weeps its way from home, and per- 


| haps the firſt object his full heart allows 


his eye to ſee, is the bigh- fed Horſes, 


Dogs and Footmen of bis Lord and 


Maſter. Suppoſe at this time our Coun- 
try's Danger compels the poor Man's 


Arm to its Defence, For whom ſhall he 


ſtretch it forth? For whom ſhalt be 


fight? For his Eing? He venerates his 


name by the report he Has often heard 
of his goodneſs, but alas! he has felt no 


more of it, than if he had lived i in the 
Eaſt Indies: For his government? No, 


he thinks it unjuſt ; for if it does not Tax 
the poor man more than it does the 


rich, it leaves the rich man at liberty to 


make the poor pay all in the increaſe of 
his Rent: and as to his Laws he has as 


few motives of attachment to them that 
forbid him to kill a wild bird, which 
he knows belongs to no man ſo much 


as himſelf, as it takes its food from 
| the 
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tte earch tilled. by his Labouty and 


paid for by the Sweat of his Brow. > but 


ſurely every man will fight for his couns 
try? Moſt men that have hitherto fought 


- for this. country, have no idea of it ſepat 
erfon's ground. on Which 
they have lived; and this they have never 
remembered; with pleaſure, fines they 
were enpoſed to Fines and Impriſonment 
for killing a Hare: but if 4 man will 
not fight for any temporal inducement, | 
intain his reli- 


rate to the 


he will ſurely do it to m. 
gion ? Alas this the leaſt of all, for he 


bas been allowed to grow up, without 
the knowledge of any conſolations from 
Religion, that he thinks of half the value 
of the Tithes. This i is no vain 1 heaty, | 
I advance it as the Sentiments of Far- 
mers and Plowmen, and will truſt! the 
truth to your enquiry, and I believe Far- 
mers and Plowmen will ever be found | 
to make the beſt Soldiers, whilſt the na- 


tive n . their minds remains un- 
| broke 
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- kaoke by vexation; or till aha. Are , 
ſtarved. into a ſervice, they know, 4] 8 

can never leave to return to the com- 

forts of eaſe or Plenty... But in ſhort, 

the Courage of men in war, or their ins, 

duſtry i in peace, is founded upon a very 

ſimple rule: every man will take more 

care of his, own property, than that aich 

belongs to another ; and will not (exert his 
utmoft endeavours in the: defence of that, 

which. he has.reaſon to fear anather may 

deprive kim of. But it may be ſaid, 

Soldiers ſeldom have much property to 


4 


aA 


= defend; admit this to be true, yet Sol- A 
” diers are men, and take up arms with ET 
1 the feelings of the people amor ongſt 


whom they have lived, and it has not 
yet been found that. they. change their 

Sch with their Cloaths. Our Fleets 4 

muſt ever be manned, and. our Armies 

recruited, with men 2 va from amongſt 

the common. people; and when thoſe 

hopes which anime the whole of hu- 
man 
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men kind, become blunted 'by hag 5 
years of povetty, under the fear of Po.] . 
er or Penal- Laus multiplied to check the 
|  diforders of men grown defparite by 
Aiſtreſs; as the effects of theſe increaſe, 
5 og * the n 8 e decline. 


The lender ares has per- 
mitted to be purſued for many years 
paſt; have had the uniform tendency „ 
reducing the middling orders of the ſtatfe 
to poverty, and are now become inſup- 
portable; and the continuance of thoſe —_—_ 
Meaſures will make the people, on whoſe = 
bravery! the ſtrength and ſafety of our 4 
country depends, fall away like the Oaks 
in our Foreſts, and like them never be 
11 miſſed till they are wanted: and it would = 
in. be a delufion to expect, that any thing leſs | 
that that bravery, to which this Nation 
ces ſo many advantages, can continue 
=_— : 0 ſupport i it; and it will be-in vain to ex- 
=_— pet the people'to maintain their undaunt- 
; rt | | ed 
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ed courage, when the Freedom, Com- 


„ 


merce, and Plenty from which it grows, 
is continually declining: and there are 
good grounds for conſidering it as a cer- 
tain maxim, that no number of Inhabitants 


this narrow country can keep could long 


defend i it after that reſolution is loſt a- 


mongſt the common people, which ſprings 


| from Property and Independence; and 
no form of Government in this Iſland « can 
ever be long ſupported by ſuch ſubjects 


againſt thoſe countries to whoſe intereſt 
it ſtands oppoſed, and who have the 


odds of numbers fo much in their fa- 


your ; and the natural fituation of our 


country can never enable it to receive 


much advantage from the moſt friendly 
of its Allies; neither could they ever 


give ſufficient ſecurity againſt their 
becoming our enemies, this Iſland ha- 
ving already become the conqueſt of 
| thoſe 1 it received for its- defence. *® And 
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* The Saxons. 
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to W ; us 1 Apen, and, were 
they at leſs diftance, ſome of them 
might not come with cordiality to our 

aſſiſtance till they have received, in- 
| ſtances of greater kindneſs than it 18 
thought a. Mother, ſhews her Children | 
when ſhe turns them out of their Houſe, 
| er a Parent who only ſhews his autho- 


N 


rity by expreſſion ions f reſentment. pe 

13 this country the 22 — ; 322M 
Pendence of the Prince and the People 
tand inſeparably upon the fame ground, 
| and the ſtrengt and power of the 
Crown. cannot be more effectually i: in- 
Jured than by reducing the Property. or . 
abridging the Freedom of the great 
3 body of the ſubjects; and Whatever is 
productive of this is equally dangerous 
ro both, and the danger is much more 
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e be feared e the cauſes of it. layipg 


concealed, 
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Year demands of them. 
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concealed, and without any appearance 


of violence working by imperceptible 
degrees till all the weight as well as all 


the reſources of .Gover nment are fi- 


lently conveyed into the Ariſtocratical 
ſcale, and by the power of Taxation 
being held in the hands of the Rich and 


Great, independent of the People, the 
Whole burthen of the State is made to 
reſt ultimately with the People at large; 
and inſtead of the Taxes being laid 
with an equal regard to all: the inhabi- 


tants in general, and calculated to in- 


creaſe in proportim to the Luxury and 
Pr odigality of each individual, the bulk 
of the Revenue is drawn from the la- 
borious and induſtrious orders of the 


State; and the annual amonnt of the 


Taxes is now ſuch as muſt by à very 
haſty progreſs deſtroy the ability cf 
the Subjects to raiſe the . AT . | 
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The Political may be compared to the 
Natural Body; and when the Conſtitu- 
tion of either begins to decay, the heat 
keeps neareſt the heart, and retires from 
the extremities. It is certain, had the 
mall Tax that was laid upon the Co- 


lonies been exacted in ſpecie and ſent 
out of the Provinces, that in a few years 
a Dollar muſt have become the greateſt 
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Ia u next Aegree to ths Colonie es 
are the remote parts of the kingdom; 
and admitting the Commerce of Great- 
Britain and Ireland to maintain its pro- 


ſent extent, (the hope of which cannot 
de founded upon the eridence of a 


fingle fact) the amount of the Public 
Taxation, as it now ſtands, muſt of it- 


felf ſoon exhauſt the ſpecie of all the 


pooreſt parts of the country, and towns 


of the moſt trade and opulence will be 


e only * where any quantity of 


* Current 
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current money will remain; and, as 
money retires within circles more and 
more contracted, it will be accompanied 


ſtep by ſtep with increaſing difficulties 
to the Community, as well as to Go- 


vernment itfelf, nothing being more 
certain, than that a State will . receive 


more benefit from ſeveral thouſands of 
fubjects who enjoy a moderate compe- 


tency, than from a few hundreds who 
are immenſely rich, 


The decay of every government has 
generally begun i in the Corruption « of its 


fundamental principles. 


That this. is the caſe with that S de 
who alone may be ſaid to keep the Keys 
of the Public Money cannot - admit of 


a 


the leaft doubt, Bones. D 


The true ſtate of part of that body . 
is ſummed wy by the excellent Wri- 
KF ter 
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People can hardly. be ſaid to have been 
choſen , at all. Some by mnheriting 4 Bos 
rough inherit, a Seat; and ſome fit by tie 
| favour of... al her g. And to this may be 
added a, long liſt of. the Sons, Servants, 

and Dependents of the: ber Branches of 
the Legiſlature, into Whole hands that 
power is now fallen, which manifeſtly 

Was the Plain deſign « of the Conſtitution 
ſhould ever be held and conferred by 
the great elective body of the nation; 
bur o large a proportion thereof has 
been ſold. evaded, or betrayed into 
other hands, that it cannot now be ſaid, 
with any degree of truth, chat the Ma- 
Jority of that 805 iety (which exerciſes all 
che privileges of genuine Repreſenta- x 
tives) in any 5 breathe the ſenti- 


h of the people, but on the con- 
. | trary 


£4 W% H 
trary a» great part of their number 1 
in the open poſſeſſion of emoluments 
themſelves, and likewiſe become the 
yearly Granters of enormous ſums. to. 
others; and the People are made to 


tremble under the loads laid upon them 


by (thoſe who are called ) their own Re- 
preſentatives. 


And, were a General EleQion to cok £ 


place once in three years, or once every 
year, it could not mend the matter a 
whit; nay, it might juſtly be expected 
to 5 the burthens of the People. 
The Elector who takes a Bribe, (call it 
by what you pleaſe, Money, Place, or 
| Promiſe) and for that gives his vote to a 
Candidate whoſe Intereſt or Ambition 
2 induces him to beſtows a reward, the 
. fame EleQor may juſtly be expected to 
| betray his truſt into the ſame hands every 
year, were it in his power. 5 


3 And 


— 


55555 make the ſame uſe of his right 
once * year a as be n now does once in 


; ſeven. 


And the Peer, who now procures the 


Election of his Dependent, might pro- 
bably think the perſuaſion of his Influ- 
ence not more criminal, if he made uſe 


of it ſeven 1 588 as often as he does. BY 


FE It muſt be lowed, that wa People 
would now be very partially repreſented, 


35 did all the Elective Societies ſtand as 
they were erected by the Conſtitution. 
But after taking a ſurvey of the preſent 


ſituation of theſe Elective Bodies, = 5 


obſerving the total decay of ome, 

alienation of many, the corruption of more, 
and the evafions and illegal 37 ubhve 
ptactiſed with almoſt all the reſt; and 
then examine the Members ſent in the 
name of thoſe bodies, and the propor- 
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upon the wages of the other branches 


of the Legiſlature; the honeſt conclu- 


ſion every man muſt then make in his 
own mind is, that the People are not 


now, nor ever can be, repreſented by 


| Gentlemen thus choſen, and allowed. ta 
be thus employed after they are re- 


turned; and that the power of controul 
over the Majority of that Society is en- 
ticely loſt to the People whoſe ſymbol 


it is; and the diſeaſe may juſtly be 
thought incurable, when the remedy of 
| the Evil is to be found only in el 


Whoever * nn for its own ſake, 
cannot be ſatisfied to confine his enqui- 
ries after it to thoſe places where he 
has any ſuſpicion it is not to be found; 


and he that attends to this ſociety, as the 
only place where he can | diſcover the 


real ſituation of the people at large, 
5 find himſelf led into a miſtaken 
concluſion 


conbluſtan of the "cauſes of his country's 
di ttreſs, and 1 in a little time the know 
ledge of the truth may arrive too late for 
the remedy: and the ſame day may 
+ diſcover, that the ſervants of the Prince, 
aud the (Majority of the) Repreſenta- 
tives of the People, have purſued the ob- 
jets of their ' avariee and ambition till 
they have | exhatiſtsd/ their Country's 
ſtrength; and that the wealth and gran- 
: deur of our Ariftscratical Lords has 

been raiſed at 'the expence of their 
Prince's independence and the People's 
peace: and the tyrannic fire has already 
deſcended even to the Magiſtrates of 
many of our Incorporated Societies; 
and they have learned to oppreſs the 
People, whoſe Protection was the very 
deftgn of their offices, and to uſurp that 
property over which they were origi- 
nally choſen! by the Community as * 
| e for the * 8 ul. ef Se FR 


Nothing 
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Nothing is more evident chan the 
noble deſign of our happy Conſtitution 
in giving privileges and power to the 
Magiſtrate, the Member, the Peer, and 
the Prince, that they were only to be 
exerciſed for the Public Good: the pro- 
tection and defence of the People and 
their property was the plain intention 
of all the authority with which the 
People inveſted their Governors or Re- 
preſentatives; and this, it is certain, was 
the rule of their conduct for ages after 
ſocieties were firſt formed, for their 
common N and advantage. 


\ 


It is now equally certain, that this 
order is totally inverted, and that at the 
preſent hour, there are but very few ex- 
ceptions to be found amongſt the Peers, 
the Members, and the Magiſtrates, who- 
do not diſcover by the uniform courſe 
of their actions, that the People only 
live for them, and not they for the 
2 People; 
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People ; and there 1s the ſtrongeſt evi= ; 
_ gence to believe, that the only branch 
of the State at this day, who thinks the 
People's peace and happineſs the rule 11 | 


N conduct, 18 ü PRINCE. 
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te the People have loſt their weight, 
and all things are out of courſe; they are 
opprefſed to the laſt extremity by the bur- 


thenſome Taxes laid upon them; and 
Scarcity, declining 3 increaſing 
Luxury, Diſorders, and Penal Laws, mul- 
tiply together, to complete the diſquict 


and unhappineſs of _ 


8 nn is much better ac- 


quainted than I can pretend to be, with 


the whole ſtate of the Truths I have ad- 5 
vanced; indeed, many of them are ſo 


obvious, that a tolerable knowledge of 
them might be caught in a Nobleman's 
flight betwixt town and country, and 


— 


1 


. 


1 1 
as cauſes and the OY "Frey" ate 
ſo apparent, that they may be ſeen 


by him who only allows himſelf an 


hour's conſideration in the week. © | 
therefore do not write to inform 
your Lordſhip, ſo much as to ſhew you, 


that the effects of the meaſures of Go- 
vernment upon the People, are perfectly 
underſtood by the multitude, Particu- 
larly the inhabitants of the city of Lon- 
don, many of whom have been tranf- 


planted from every corner of the Ifland, 


and their continual intercourſe and cor 
reſpondence with the people of the 


country, enables them to compare the 
evidence of one fact with another; and 


the knowledge of the ſituation of the 
whole kingdom is found in London, as 
the centre is ſhewn by lines drawn from 
the circle: and whoever is deſirous of 
having a complete knowledge of the 
real ſituation of the people of this coun- 
try, will obtain it in the moſt compen- 


dious 


# 


what they know without hope of favour 


85 H e 
** manner amongſt the difpaſſionate 
part of the citizens of London: inde- 
pendent by their induſtry, they: ſpeak 


7 


or fear of cenſure; and their ſituation 
Siving them the beſt opportunity of be- 
ing informed of what is paſſing amongſt 
the ropes their voice ought ever ro be 


liftened to with great attention. The 
cooleſt men may often ſay more than 
they themſelves approve; but upon 
avhatever! docafion the citizens of Lon- 
don in general complain joud and often, 
it may be taken for granted that there is 
good grounds for what they ſay: moſt 
of them are as well ſatisfied as your 
Lordſhip can be; that the beſt private 
character is naturally to be expected to 
prove the beſt public one; plain honeſt 


men know no ſuch diftinftions- as 20 li- 
vide a man from himſelf, or to look for 


good fruit from a bad trẽe; and thoſe 


| "ww make it Matter of wonder how 


many 


8 U. 243 }]}  * 
Ange men * good ſenſe and. Property 
could ever think of patroniſing a charac- 
ter that every one allowed. Was very! de- 
fective, and before any evidence appear- 
ed of ſuch a change of principles as could 
make him deſervedly to be truſted; 
but the wonder will ceaſe when we con- 
ſider, that they dic not ſupport a man 
-who oppoſed- himſelf- with firmneſs to a 
Nlajority, ſo much from a perſuaſion of 
his motives being right, as that thoſe he 
reſiſted were wrong, and fuch as had the 
beſt evidence to believe that many names 
ho ood high amongſt the Majority, 
had waded to their ſeats through Bribery 
or Perjury, or both, thought themſelves 
Juſtified in uſing the inſtrument they: did, 
and by aiding an unprincipled man they 
hoped for ſucceſs, by oppoſing, with che 
ſame weapons they ſaw were uſed againſt 
the public good. But the warmeſt in this 
cauſe begin now to ſtand ſtill, and {look 


but mn; and aſłk one another, What 
c | 95 


. 


Jority of a ſociety, whoſe meaſures has 
-uniformly tended to encreaſe the burthen 


of the people, under every change of 
leaders that an indulgent Prince has en- 


Seren to Sraufy his mann Uh 
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© Nothing's is Maaſai to gel ſuch 
an eas aten ſuch and ſuch Gen- 
tlemen will come into office, but What 
is to follow from thence, few or none of 
the leaders of an party can come inio 
power that have not poſſeſſed it already; 
and perhaps there never was a time 
when the generality of the nation were 


better ſatisfied with the Prudence and 


Moderation of the great officers of the 
ſtate than they are at preſent, and yet 
moſt of the thinking people of the land 
ſee that the ſituation of their country is 
continually growing worſe and worſe, 
and that our foreign Commerce and the 
| en welfare of the people are daily 


falling : 


* 


* 
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falling Ane to the burthens laid upon T 
them by the State; and ſo long as the 
conduct of a Majority emphatically ſays 
to the Miniſter for the time being, chat 
they will chearfully grant the ſums he 
is pleaſed to ſay are neceſſary for the 
Public Service, it is of little importance 
to the People who are the Miniſters, 
there being nothing more dangerous in 
its conſequences to the general good of 
the People than to continue the 5 


N at cheir 2 amount. > egen 
\ | Þ $2132 FOES i OI ” $54 17 


5 dg ene 'now to be ge- 
nerally "underſtood, that to hope for 
relief from the evils that. prevail“ 
underſtood by an Oppoſition, is a mer 
deluſion, and only leads men to flatter 
themſelves into an expectation of relief 
without having the leaſt grounds fur 
its ſupport; and every new Miniſter 
convinces them, that their hopes were | 


18 146 } 
date = A and as idle as 2 


9 
5 5 2 
1 


bp Rs ahead; 9 40. ink, * 
they faw reductions made in the oppreſ- 
ſire Public: Debt, that there was ſome 
reality in the deſigns of the preſent Mi- 
_nifter} and they have patiently attended 
the progreſs, till they: fee it amounts to 
nothing more than to ſhew that a re- 
moval of the People's burthens Was 
thought expedient; hut as to the reduc- 
tion itſelf, it is little more than the Fea- 
ther: blown from the: Mountain's top; 
andi people in vain look around them, 
without being able; to diſcover a fingle 
man that has ſhewn hinifelf in earneſt to 
reſtore the power of reſtraint to the 
People, by aſſiſting the common law to 
do them juſtice in any one of the many 
inſtances where the honeſt deſign of a 
true Repreſentation is openly; betrayed; 
and, . the expulſion of 
a juſtly 


* 
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a jufily diſqualified member, no f. far 4 
men has been found to avail themſelves, 
of the advantage this prec edent would 
have afforded them in the caſe of thoſe 
who are. by law diſqualified... It is true, 
it may be ſaid that the Society are the, 
judges, of all their own privileges... It 
may be ſo; but ſurely a branch of the, 


Legiſlarure would never hold for 899d 
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clerk in the. country bows to 9 an 
evaſion and a fraud: and ſince ſo | little, 
has been done to reſtore to the People 
a genuine Repreſentation, ſave only in 
the inſtance of a fingle Candidate whom, 
the Law diſqualified | without, the. addi 
tion of a- vote, it may be fairly, con- 
cluded that all parties join ifſue in giving, 
the ſmile of courteſy to whatever is U- 
legal in Elections, and to many of the 
diſqualifying perquiſites annexed to the 
ſeats of Members. And in general the 
Electors and the Elected are ſo blinded 

L 2 by 
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b "OR own immediate intereſt, that it 
is Vifonary to the laſt degree to look 


for a ſettled Majority who will avert the 


calanitties of their Country ; by a ſceady, 


wiſe, and manly conduct, exprefii ve of 


their feelings for the difficulties under 
which the Peop le labbur; and by their 


attention to 15 Public Expences Prove, 


that they conſider as their own the 
expending of the People's property, and 


with the real dignity of true Repreſen- 


tativ es of a | brave and generous People, 


ws "7 


an ac erm Fran of the ſum Bis Dehn 


moderation bas limitted for the ſupport 
of the' dignity of his Crown, and with this 
the nech fary ſopplies for the Naval and 
Military Eftabliſhments, and for the fuft ; 


ence” of the Civil Government, and 


for faithfully diſcharging the Intereſt of 
the” Public Debt; but here to ſtop with 
an unſhaken frmneſt, and ſuffer no 
ſplendid Fenfioner to Live! in fate at an 
e cpende 


ur 


_ 
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4 


expence to che People, that mut make 
2 thouſand honeſt” men labour under 


continual Poverty and wretchedneſs to 


| ti it. Br 


A Majority of .men usted by theſe | 


motives, | and of that noble indepen- 


dence of mind that would think it mean: 


neſs to live in eaſe at the coſt of others, 
would ſoon preſcribe bounds to the ava- 


rice of Placemen, and allow no advan- 


tages to be annexed to preferment that 


were oppreſſive to their country, but 
hold an equal ſcale betwixt the Reward 
and the Duty performed by the ſervants 


of: a Limitted Government. 


or 


Was this ever to bs done, the violent 


and the factious would loſe the ob- 


jects that now inflame their breafts;, 
for, were a controverſy , to be raiſed con- 


: cerning the grains of ſand” upon the ſea- 


ſhore, and to that controverſy annex 


l 3 3 a degree 
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| h they now diſturb. 
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© . degree of influence upon the condi- 
tion of the ſubjects, it would. be ma- 

4 naged_ with as much heat and animoſity 

| as we now ſee it is in, who ſhall be 
| + lh Mos or Miniſter, 


But, was nothing x more to "bs gained 


by a ſucceſsful Oppoſition than a Salary 
worthy of the ſervice, the ſparſe of the 


. 


: compoſed, and u men . reft i in PEACE, 


and become uſeful members of. the 


C435 


The 133 of the People 


: may juſtly be conſidered as their ambaſ- 
ſadors to the State: and how do we ad- 
mire the Man, who without any other 


ſupport than his own noble firmneſs. of 


f mind, ſtems the torrent of a miſguided 


Senate, and with well-ſeaſoned language | 


}: 345 1 
| announces the thunder of his Coun- 


try; 8 ' Joe againſt t thoſe that. durſt at- | 
tempt 


EE 
tempt to ſhed one drop of Engliſh 
blood! Surely then there is ſtill as much 
virtue and love of glory left amongſt us, 
as to oppoſe that torrent which bears 
down a whole country into miſery and 
_ diftreſs, and to lighten that load of the 
State, which makes floods of Engliſh _ 
ears to be ſhed under its oppreſſive 
3 8 


Thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe aid is moſt 
to be expected in removing the People's 
burthens, have not an adequate idea of 
the danger attending the delay, becauſe 
they have little or no conception of the 
compulſory force of an argument that 
exceeds all fear of puniſhment, what I 
mean is, the want of Bread. And the 
more the People of a Country have been 
accuſtomed to Commercial and Mars 
time Employments, the greater is the 
danger when the meaſures of the State 
have reduced thouſands of them to 

L 4 wretchedneſs 3 
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irbecliedreſs ; the firſt idea! that comes 
into their heads is that which occurs to 
men at ſea, when they think they are 
reduced to want by the ſelfiſhneſs or 
unſrilfulneſs of their Officers, they think 
themſelves juſtiſied in any attempt, and, 
if their ſituation appears to be dange- 

rous, they conſider that the Common 
Man has then as much at ſtake as the 
Commander, and obedience and diſtinc- 
5 tion are __— _ | 


* 


| The baſis of: Authority i 18 Yuftice; ; [ond 
hn the People of a Country feel the 
latter is not the Rule of Action towards 
them, the former will fall to the ground, 
and when they are more and more con- 
vinced that all their ſufferings are 
brought upon them by the beneficial 
abuſe of the privileges of the Electors | 
and Elected, they may be forced by 
their Neceſſities to think them the ob- 
88 of wenn reſentment, however con- 

trary 


( 1 
wary” it may prove to che removal. of 
| * * ods h 1 3 


And, would it fel * . WP TTIES: 
60 the Prince and People of this Coun- 
try, that the Wealth and Strength of 
both muſt continue to be conſumed by 
the inſatiable avarice of their own Ser- 
vants, Dependents, and Repreſentatives, 
it is then plain to every man, who is at 
all acquainted with the real fituation of 
the People, that their ability to ſupport ' 
the preſent burthens of the State muſt 
be of very ſhort duration; and, if our 
Miniſters of State will allow their time 
and their abilities to be employed in 
unimportant purſuits, and ſuffer the di- 
ſtreſſes of their Country to continue ac- 
cumulating, they may find themſelves 
ſurpriſed by the ſudden appearance of 
the alternative to which the People muſt 
find themſelves reduced. And it ought 
ver to be remembered, that no propo- 

© . mo 
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ſition can carry with it greater evidence 
of its own weakneſs, than to ſuppoſe 
that the Government of this Country 


| can long ſupport itſelf after the great 
body of the People are reduced to po- 


_— | 


When the difficulties under which the 
ſubjects labour have been brought upon 
them by the meaſures of their Govern- 
ment for a courſe of- years, the People 
totally loſe the idea of reverence for 
| their Superiors and the Laws, and are 
not to be perfuaded that their Rulers ſo 
much as intend their relief; and though 
they are uſed with moderation and ten- 
derneſs, and not a ſhilling taken from 
them but by the authority of their Le- 

giſlators, and nothing illegal committed 

; againft them, yet, when they are greatly 

_ diftrefled, they: are ſcarce confined 
within the bounds of obedience. But 
when. their fituation approaches towards 

a extremity 


155 7 
extremity, and they feel aGeneral Oppre{- 
| fion, if no act of violence is ſhewn them, 
yet Poyerty alone begets Deſpair, and the 
People ruſh upon precipices and de- 
ſtruction, when heavy loads and exac- 
tions have reduced them to wretched- 
neſs. | 


The time is already arrived, when 
the People are no longer to be amuſed 
with the expeRations of relief from 
whence it can never arrive. The cauſe 
of their Miſery ſolely reſts in the 
load laid upon them by an expenſive 
Government ; and, if relief is ſeriouſly 
intended them, it is a mere delufion to 
expect it from any other quarter than by 
leſſening the burthens of the State: here 
only muſt the friends of their Country, 
the friends of Mankind, fix their eye, 
and not allow their attention any longer 
to be diverted by the viſionary, contro- 
verſies betwixt Whig and Tory, Patriot 
and 
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and Courtier, Whilft each by turns riot 
in the fullneſs of emoluments drawn 
from the Public Induſtry. Away with 
the idle phantom of all Oppoſitions that 
have not for their objects the People's 

real relief, and to reſtore to them their 
jiuſt and adequate weight in the Legi- 
ſlature. 


= The friends of the People miſlead 
. themſelves, in hoping to ſee the Public 
Diſtreſe removed, by thoſe who have al- 
ready poſſeſſed the Powers of Admini- 
ſtration without attempting o leſſen the 
charge of Government, as it is certain 
the firſt ſtep to be taken for the general 
relief is the reduction of the Supplics 
yearly voted from the People; and the 
leaſt reflection muſt convince us, that 
all befides is a dream, out of which we 
muſt ever awake into the diſcovery” of 
more anden more b diess amongſt us us. 


4 
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For inſtance, might we indulge our- 
| ſelves i in the ſuppoſit tion. of a a being, 
ſtruck off from the expences Off --7 
State equal to the Exciſe paid by = 
Malt Diſtillery, and a total prohibition. 
take place, againſt the uſe of Grain, i in, 
making 5 an article deſtructive to the 
health 'of all who uſe, it ; ;.in favour of 
which, all, the arguments that can, be 
brought | have no other foundation. for. . 
their. ſupport than the amount of the 
Duty, and the emolument of ſome fifty 
Or. an hundred of the greateſt makers. 
and venders 1 this pernicious drug: 4 
The conſequence of this to the Public 
would be, that more than two kundred_ 
and | ffty thouſand quarters of Corn, loſt | 
each year in, making of Spirits in and 
about London only, would be ſaved for 
the uſeful Purpoſes, of Conſumption z. 
and this quantity of grain alone 15 equal 
to the Bread uſed in twelve months by two 
hundred thouſand people, converting the 


Barley | 


1 


c ” a 
| Barley and Rye uſed by the Bittitlers at 
the . Price into 2 | 


"- 


1 ſhall hb; you with adi ſup- 
| poſition, not ſo much from any proba- | 
bility of its ever taking place, as to ſhew, 
by the effects it would have upon the 
condition of the People, that their real 
reli ef, and the reſtoration of foarithing - 
NAhufacteries and Trade in this Coun- 

try, can only begin by taking ff yy 
ſhoulders of the ſubjects the charge of 
their Government, and ſuppoſing this 
was. ever to be done to a degree equal 
to the amount of the Land-tax, and ac- 
companied by a law to compel the re- 
duction of the rents of land. i in propor- 3 
tion to the tax actually paid by the Land- 
owner. When this was done, it can- 
not admit of a doubt but this reduction 

in the rent of che ground, would ſoon infi- | 
nuate itſelf into the price of the produce; 

and Proviſions, Labour, and Manufac- 


tures, 


tures, would feel its good effects; and all 
branches of Merchandize would regain 

cheir ſtrength and credit in proportion to 

the eaſe that was felt by the ſubjects, and 
the reduced price of all the articles of 

our ** > 


+ 


K* is. — So bo. 8 duch ge- 
neral, infſuence, can never be found to 
remove the nile under, which this Co dane 


ene. 


pon now | appears ks cam 
to lift the People up into the hopes of 
; being relieved from their burthens, by 
Millions to be en Ken the Eaſt. 

jr lan can a 65 a 8 emblem < 
the fate of Government itſelf, than the 
difficulties in which that Company appear 
to be. involved; and to ſee; before them 
the affairs of the greateſt Commercial 
W verbam in the World, tumbling 


into 
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into diſorder Bag! ruin under the hands 6 
of its own Directors, and the richeſt 
branch of Trade rendered unable 10 2 


pay the demands upon it by the avarice 3 


and injuſtice'of | its own- ſervants,” 1 l 
| 4 45. 40 


by But, adminiing the Revenue collected 
inthe Eaſt was brought home to reduce 
the debt of the State, compare this with 
the conduct of an individual, and it is 
exactly parallel with a man, , b 
a Frinciple of mere honeſty to pay his 
creditors, or to provide for His family, 


is willing to do it by Robbery | or Fraud. 92 


v4: 2: 108i. 11d 11903: £3955 buys LIL 21 od 


a 
Men, Who have been laden A hltl a/ 


Country by the inducement of advan- 
agevetfing from honeſt commerce, and 
when mutual intercourſe” had recom- 


7 


mended them to confidence, then to be- 


ging by intrigue and violence; to wre/t | 

from the People (Whoſe unſuſpecting 
nen had received the ſtrangers) 
their 
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their very Country, and by all the arts 
of Oppreſfion extort from them their 
Perſonat Property; the open robber or 
the thief are perfect innocence com- 
pared with men like theſe; and what- 
ever may be the triumph of their vic- 
tories, or the ſplendor of their wealth 
and greatneſs, it would be a pollution 
to the loweſt claſs of honeſt ſociety to 
admit, for its members men who have 
ſhewn themſelves ſuch enemies to all the 
rules of its l and eee | 


Bu would not with to be bee to 
indiſcriminately involve, under the ſame | 
ſentence, all who have returned - from 
India, I make no doubt but the King 
has many worthy ſubjects who have 
been, and now are in Aſia; and there 
is no need of going beyond the bounds 
of charity to fix our judgments of thoſe 
who deſerve the contrary characteriſtic, 
for thoſe men put their own caſe beyond 
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all Joke. who have accumulated So 
of thouſands in a ſhorter period than it 
is poſſible: to have acquired them by fair 
means, and the evidence of their, cri- 
minality accompanies the avowed poſ- | 
ſeſſion of their ſudden fortunes. And it 
is a ſtain to the National Juſtice to receive 
with favour ſubjects who return with 
wealth obtained by the known violation 
of the laws of any , no r 
* remote. | 


With what abhorrence do we look 
upon our good allies,” who openly join 
in the Divifion of the Dominions of their 
wy: Heighbours ! 


| Die this is a . Wee of * 
ces, compared to the armed robber who 

brings away by force the riches of a 

People amongſt whom n were only 
| received to trade. 


And 
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And that policy, which only changes 
the Governors of a State without affects 
ing the Condition of the Subject, is ho- 
nourable compared with the ſly intrigue 
which fteals away the Treaſures of an 
Empire. And ſhall Great Britain ſhare 
the Booty, and dignify the Thief! Shall 
the charge of a Protęſtant Government 
receive any part of its Supplies by a Re- 
venue ariſing from Territorial Poflef- | 
fions acquired by Rapine and Violence, 
and held by the Public Injuſtice of any 
part of its Subjects! 


The dignity of the Britiſh Nation is 
degraded by permitting any affociation 
of thoſe: that bear its name to live in li- 
cenſed Fraud and Tyranny. And a Go- 
vernment, that ſtoops to theſe for the re- 
ſources of its aid, finks itſelf to an equa- 
* with the e State. f 3 


And, ſhould the Ms joy of the Le- 
* of à People do this, all wiſe and 
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good men know. what by have to ex- 
pect. The place alters not the nature of 


the deed: Injuſtice is the ſame whether it 


is committed under the light of the ri- 
fing or the ſetting ſun; and they that 
201 receive the reaſonable wages of a 


Government, any part of whofe Reve- 
nue was by themſelves voted to be paid 


by the allowed Oppreſſion of a Foreign 
Nation, may truly be feared at home; 
and he, whoſe avarice would induce 


him to live at the unjuſt expence of a 


Stranger, may reaſonably be expected 
to go the ſame length with a Native. 


And when Injuſtice has been autho- 
riſed by the Meafures of a State, whe- 
ther it was done to the People of a Fo- 
reign Nation, or exerciſed upon its own 


Subjects, the conſequences ever appear 
to have been nearly the ſame, equally 


offenſive to that JUSTICE which pre- 
ſides over all the inhabitants of the 


earth, whoſe unerring wiltom appears 


in 


% 
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in the hiſtory of all nations to have Pro- 
portioned the conſequences to the ma- 
lignity of their actions; and they are 
ſhort-· ſighted Stateſmen who do not con- 
ENS "ig keep in view; the greateſt in- 
ſtruction that the Records of the Ages 
* are paſt affords. N 
| With each individual this truth muſt 
be left to be adjuſted in his o] n caſe, 
the great retribution being generally 
concealed from every human eye till 
the laſt moment for amendment e 
pires, and is but ſeldom expreſſed, ſave 
in that apparent want of real felicity 
which Conſcious Virtue and Favour Di- 
vine alone can give. But Communities 
and States, being limitted to an earthly 
exiſtence, "muſt there receive the juſt 
reward of their combined meaſures; 
and when we have examined the i- 
ſtory 0 a Country for a fe years to- 
gether, this truth becomes as clear to 
F our 
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our 1 as the light of the ſun. 
And the ſame evidence we have of the 
Being of this Univerſal Government we 
have of its Deſign— that it ever tends © 
to the Good of all the Human Kind. 
ak thoſe Kingdoms, v hoſe Govern- 
ment hath uſurped their authority, to 
7 render many unhappy for the advantage 
A a few, have, ever found that no wiſ- 
dom or ſtrength could : finally prevail i in 
ſupport. of whatever, in itſelf was mo- 
mlly. unjuſt: and, in the end the mary 
muſt get the better of the. Few, by the 
ſame means by Which the oY had got 
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that intrench upon the. Rights of the 
Suhject, thoſe. Laws that. are made ta 


fallen upon. . ie 


Eroperty are, the on. 


They are not indeed levelled at the 
_ Lives, and Liberties: of the- People, but 
Wen ties up Wein hangs more effec- 
rally ; a 
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ally; and whilſt the great wheel of an 
expenſive Government turns round, it : 
| winds up the Property of the Subjects 
at large; and was a Peck of Wheat 
ſold for a Penny, the poor Man muſt 
want Bread, if the amount of the Pub- 
lic Taxes is diſproportioned to the 
Wealth of the People who are com- 
pelled to pay them. The Subject may 
enjoy Liberty of Conſcience, their Per- 
ſons be free, and their Houſes ſacred; 
but when the burthens of the State re- 
duces their Trade, and exhauſts -their 
Property, the Extremity of every: Evil 
is brought upon them in Hes Lache 
Cauſe of weir Poverty. 


Upon this 8 reſts the Juſtice of 
the Legiſlature; in their hands are held 
the Scales betwixt their Subjects and 
their Servants. And ſhall they extort 
with one hand Millions from the Great 
F amily of the Induſtrious, the Poor and 
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the he INbeay'; and with the other ſquan- 
der thouſands upon ſervices that can 
only be truly ſaid to be performed in 
AIR? For Hundreds, of Unworthy 
Greatneſs, live in State at the People's 
coſt, who cannot ſay that they perform 
to the Public any EARTH L ſervice. 
And Juſtice muſt be deaf, as well as 
blind, to enable thoſe who do, to ride 
in fied _ nas Ruins of Bo ies ia 


The Cave which 1 ferve conch tho 
name of all Party or Perſonality. It is 
the Oppreſſion of an Expenſive Go- 
vernment of which we complain. It is 
the General Relief of the People from 
the unjuſt part of the burthens of the 
State for which we contend. In this 
Cauſe the Common Man becomes an 
Hero; and when Thouſands are ready 
to periſh with hunger, the very idea of 
being but remotely conducive to their 


relief, raiſes every Honeſt Man above 
|  bimſelf; 


0 4G | 

himſelf; and haſh that join to aſſiſt the 
diffuſion | of benevolence to a Whole 
People, are in the path that aflimilates | 
Man to his Divine Creator. 5 


An Aſſociation with theſe objects for 
its end all will join, but thoſe who live 
upon Public Money, or trade in Popular 
Favour, or the Tyrant, or the Slave, or 
thoſe, the worſt of all, whoſe unfeeling 
hearts can fit at caſe, or turn aſide, and 
unpitied and unrelieved let Old Age 
and Infancy weep together for want of 


Bread. 

Men the counterpart of . thoſe I have 
named, muſt ere long, join in taking 
the People's part, and till they can re- 
gain their loſt weight in the Legiſlative 
ſcale, may prevent the Public attention 
from being miſled by ideal objects, ſet 
up to delude them into a vain expecta- 


tion of relief, whilſt they continue to 
labour 
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tive to their Oppreſſors. Firſt, the Na- 


tion was amuſed With its Colonies: being 


made to bear a part of its heavy load. 
Then Unaccounted Millions were to be 


brought to its aid. And after theſe had 
flipped through the Public Sie ve, then 
the Nation's Grievances were to be re- 
moved by a Triennial Election of the 


Mercenary Repreſentatives of Hireling 


Conſtituents.” And the time that has 


boen ſpent in attending to the unpropi- 
tious object of Popular Clamour, is an 


inſult to our Country's Common ſenſe. 


And now the People are tired of 


wrangling for a ſtraw, and the Multi- 


tude are awakened out of their dream 
by hunger and cold, leſt they ſhould 
dwell upon the Cauſe that keeps drain- 


ing from the People the means of their 
ſupport, a Great Object is ſtarted, juſt 


in time to catch our love of Novelty, - 


and to feed us with the hopes of our 
> National 
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Plant yp 00 Trnafuten to "bo . 
10 us from a Country whoſe Inhabitants 
have but lately died by Fenn 
mere want of food. 
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je ine could th Riches of the Eaſt be 
Far to this Country, and diffuſed 
through, all the Inhabitants of the Land, 
it might indeed afford reſources to a 
Committee of Ways and Means for a 
ſeaſon, but it would ſoon be exhauſted 
by the Demands of a State whoſe,De- 
| pendents can know. no limits, whilſt 
thoſe. that poſſeſs the power of Taxation, 
continue to reap advantages from the 

burthens they TOs upon the ny 
75 Jas. 


* were hs Mines of Da dedi- 
cated to. the. relief of the People of the 
Land, the means, of Charity would fail, 
and be unequal to the diſtreſs of our 
poor, 
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| poor, fo long as the Expence of Gs; 
; vernment to its 8. — remains as it is. 
The ern e of OY Coun- 
try acknowledges the force of no Fo- 
reign aid. The Enemies of Great Bri- 
tain laugh at all attempts to ſupport her 
Power and Commerce, except by the 
Frugality of her Government, and the 
induſtry of her Subjects. The arbitrary 
| Rivals of our State raiſe their exultations 
with the increaſing Expence and conſe- 
| quent Luxury of the former, 1 ; 
they know it muſt be followed by de- 
cay and weakneſs amongſt the People, 
whoſe ſtrength the Experience of Ages 
has convinced them, is not to be refiſted 
ſo long as they remain free from the 
Oppreſſion of their own Governors, and . 
independent by a ſueceſsful Induſtry, in 
the various links of the great chain or 
Commerce that ſurrounds our Hand. : 
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When this begins to break, and in- 
ternal poverty prevails, they behold with 
joy the Britiſh Subjects ſinking down to 
an equality with their own; and their 
victory would be complete, could their 
favourite doctrine once miſlead our Go 
vernment into the pleaſing deluſion of 
all. who poſſeſs Authority, That Kings 
reign for themſelves alone. This is the 
firſt ſpring of that monſtrous diſtinction 
between the intereſts of the Subjects 
and thoſe of the Prince; and however 
ſincerely he wiſhes the happineſs of his 
People, when thoſe under his Autho- 
rity are yearly receiving their thouſands 
from the People, an Intereſt is ſet up 
contrary to the welfare of the Subjects, 
and Ambition, with a train of inordi- : 
nate defires, ſtalks at the head of it, and 
all complaints againſt them are turned 
into diſcord ; and the Truths that ring 
throughout the Realm expire and die 
away at the * of Palace. The 
Prince's 


* 
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Printe's cares, as well as his intelligence, 


are then contracted within very ſcanty 
limits; and he is too often alarmed by 
artful and deſigning men, and taught to 
conſider his People as an Enemy to be 
dreaded; and when that dread is im- 

preſſed, it gives reality to the ideal dan- 
ger. All confidence is then ſoon de- 
ſtroyed; and the neceſſity of living 

guarded againſt a ſeditious Populace is 


kept in pay, to be a burtherr and a ter- 
ror to thoſe who: moſt deſerve their So- 


vereign's love and peculiar care. And 


as the Expence of the State impoveriſhes 
the Subjects, it appears to jealous Grcat- 
neſs, as the means of ſecuring the ſub- 
jection of the People. An oppreflive 
Taxation on the one hand is accompa- 
nied by Diſtreſs and Murmurs on the 
other; and the dark ſeeds of Givit 
Diſord, like a ſmothered flame, lies 


concealed in the very heart of the State, 
till 
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till N one loud roar it breaks out 
td: all 1 Land. LE 


Wer we i * 8 Foce 
of our Country for its deſtruction, they 
could require no other aſſiſtance to com- 
plete their wiſhes, than to have the 
power of Taxation held in the hands of 
a Majority of men, whoſe. avarice and 
ambition lead them in chains of Depen- 
dence to ſubmit to the will of Miniſters 
of State, who conſider not how their 
ſplendor grows out of the miſery of 
others, and of the tears extorted from 
thouſands of the People to furniſh means 
for the extravagance of Courtiers, who 
are continually crouding their Maſter's 
| preſence, to ſhew hee grateful praiſe 
for the greatneſs of his Munificence, by 
which they would make Injuſtice aſſume 
the mein of Virtue, and conceal from. 
the beſt of Princes what numbers of his 
honeſt Subjects groan in wretchedneſs, 
to 


| tremes. 8 age | 
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to port the Royal Bounty. And when 
' this is found to out- live the ability of the 


People, Poverty and Luxury are ha- 
ſtily 8 o their NE” ex- 
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When every department f Gere 


ment is become an intolerable charge 
| to the People, the Empire then by its 


own weight f 18 tottering to its fall; and a 
few ' years more may prove Mr. Prior s 


* was Prophetie. ”" 


May not our Pow” r and 8 7 My 
And Arts and ls; learn to travel Weſt 


But thoſe that are F ataliſts in Govern- 


| ment appear to be the moſt miſtaken of 


their fect; as this would juſtify © a dege- 
neracy of manners, and reduce Gepa 


to ſyſtem. Old Age is unknown to the 
Body- politic; and a fituation never oc- 


curs wherein it is allowed us to relin- 


quiſh all hopes of our Country- s being 
relieved 
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tlieved. from her difficulties; and the 


preſent ſufferings, of ſo great, a part of 


the People, may in one day awaken, 
them all to a ſenſe of the, danger. to 
which they have expoſed themſelves, Z 


by... permitting, the Right, of. Election to 
be held by ſo ſmall. a, part of. the Com- 
munity, did the. Confliration. of. the 
Commons even now retain its. original 


form. But when they are ſhewn , to 


what an inconſiderable number that 
ſmall part is reduced, by the unworthy 


means. which have deſtroyed. their ſide 


of the Legiſlative Triangle, their united 
voice may regain them their genuine 
weight; and by a frequent jealous 
choice of the men on whom they de- 
volve, ſo much authority, may upon a 


ſure foundation raiſe a laſting Monu- 


ment to the PEOPLE” 8 Security, and 
by inſcribing it with all che Evils to 
which they are now expoſed, it may 
ſand the Great Land- mark of all Ages 
N = — 
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to 197M and every yea 
unalterable admonition written on its 
Capital. In this Land no Man 7s faf- 
 fered to live, f whom it can be proved, 
N before 4 Fury of * his Peers, that he 95. 
ceived the Bribe of 4 Slave for the right | 
of his voice. And he who 7s elected 75 
tlie Je efvice. of the People, and rectives 
the wages of any other Maſter, ſhall tie 
the death Ui a Traitor to his King, and 
An Enemy to his Country. And every 
Father ſhall teach bis Sons, that their 
lives n upon We honeſt exercife 
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truſted with part of the Ford: Ger the 
Lives, the Property, and the Liberty of 
Millions. And all Poſtemy ſhall be 
told the affection they owe 0 the de- 
ſcendents of A King, who lived at the | 
time when the F. reedom of the People 
Was bought and ſold as common traffic, 
27 a Great People were brought to 
| the brink : of ruin, by the Niajotity of 
the 


i 
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the Mates of a Dayith, cor- 
rupt, and inconfiderable part of. thei 

number ; and When 2 whole Country 
groaned under the Opprefio ion of a 
| nameleſs crew of little Tyrants, whoſe 
pride, arrogance, and luxury, | had grown 
to an intolerable height, out of the plun- 
dered Wealth of the People; then did 
the cries of Diſtreſs reach the Throne 

of the amiable Prince who filled i it, 480 
he and all who loved his Government, 
joined with the whole body of the 
People | in reſtoring to them a juſt and 
genuine Repreſentation, that through 
them their pure, ſentiments might al- 
ways breathe. And, whenever a young 
and inexperienced Prince aſcended the 
Throne of his Anceſtors, he might know 
where to hear the voice of all his 
People, and never be expoſed, by the 
Pride, the Avarice, or the capricious 
paſſions of his Miniſters, to the greateſt 
Evil that can befall a Prince—the aver- 
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fw of . his People, | And when the ſup- 
port of Government, and the, Good: of 
your Majeſty's 8 ſervice, was founded. in 
the Royal ear by the ſubſtitutes of bis 
Authority,” he might, be bleſt with the 
: opportunity of proving the wiſdom and 
| honefty of his Counſellers, by the touch- 
- None of his faithful, Commons, freely | 
elected, and dependent on none but 
God and the People. He will then find 
himſelf the Sovereign of a People 
equally. ſpirited | and complying and, 
at the ſame time that they ſet Stan} 
to the extravagance of Miniſters of 
State, the Dignity and Power of the 
Prince will be the * of the People. 


be ability 15 5 ee en Will 
then have its foundation in the affections 


of his People, the affections of man- 
kind being ever attached to the prin- 


ciples of Juſtice, 4 Public Faith, and 
2 85 . the happineſs. of the Human- 
kind. 
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kind.” "This is 5 Government that 1 
reign over a willing People. The Spirit 
of the Conſtitution is then diffuſed 
amongſt them; they are alive and ac- 
tive in every part of the dominions, and 
are all as one hand and one heart; ; 
and every Village is the Seat of Govern- 
ment. 5 


Bot ſo. .long as the Subject, is broken- 
hearted under the burthens of the State, 
and Power is ſupported by the ſweat of 
his brow, of what moment is it to him 
who are "his © Oppreſſors? That Autho- 

rity which diſtreſſes the People will ne- 
ver be Well defended, for thoſe that 
have not ſpirit to refit internal Oppreſ- 
ſion, will ſoon ſubmit. to any Deliverer 
0: Hr a0 1 

that appears; and many of the People | 
are now ready to proce 1 themſelves, 
that the time is at hand when  Govern- 


1 


ment itlelk will 7 no enger allow | the 
People's s weapons d be turned againſt 
N 3 them, 
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ER and for its own. fafery will not ſee, 


1 n 


E Nation's firength waſted under the 
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Opprefſior jon of Inftruments, whom an 


| unſulpeRing People has raiſed to the 


Power of their On deſtruction. And 


we now begin to "look up to the Firſt. 
Officers of the. Crown, and, think we | 
trace the finger of : a Lind Providence to 
us, in thoſe whom our much- loved Prince 5 
has a PO pointed to fill the great depart- 
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ments of the State, and to aſſiſt him i in 
951636 l 


he imp rrant bußt finels of his Govern- 
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- me nt. And a as We have, the utmoſt reg 
Fin to > believe that nothin ing, is is dearer 1 o 
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our Sovereign than the. ha} appineſs 8 of his. 
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to think, that the preſent e. 
paſs away and leave behind then 
traces of their conduct that tend to e 


0 „ _ and, real. relief. 


But ſhould chi be 95 caſes. Fri 
greatly will ebe Generations to come be 
diſappointed, in not finding, a. ſingle 
page in our Hiſtory filled with meaſures 
truly beneficial to their Country, in 
the reign of a King, who may juſtly be 
called the Father of his people, by bis 
being the brighteſt example of private. 
virtue in his dominions; and, aſſiſted by. 
Miniſters, in whom. poſterity. is told na- 
ture and education combined, to qualify 
them for the diſcharge, of the great of- 
fices of the State with diſintereſted dig - 
nity, and many of them as it were bred 
fcom their youth, to, fill the very depart- 
ments they poſſeſs; and that ſome of 
them went higher ſtill, and led as can- 
didates for more than mere Earthly 
N 4 advantages | 
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advantages I When our ſons ate told all 

this, how Will it ſurpriſe and diſappoint 
them to diſcover nothing more; than that 
they were advanced to che higheſt bo- 
nours of the State at ſuch a time, and 
on fuch à day they reſigned their office 
or their breath; without filling the ſpace 
between, With any actions that ſhewed- 
{ fincere attachment to the meren of 
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a; "Ned, whatever we may now think of 
the calm, „the wiſe, and pious Stateſ- 
men! che- vill ſurely be thought by t the 
Ages to come, on whom that pure light 
will ſhine brighter and brighter; that 
the great and Sood men of this day 

were ſtrangers to the language of the 
kingdom 10 Which they were going, and 
totally ae With what Was o- 
lid Glory, when they could content 
themſelves” With any thing ſhort of an 
amlibus oli itude for the good of the 


j 5 | x 
r — Human-kind. 
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Human-kind. © And they will think us 
0 have been utterly miſtaken in our 
opinions of Virtue, when we annexed 
the idea of it to the characters of men 
who went no fatther than to turn to-and- 
fro upon the hinges of their office, and 
help to perpetuate the diſtreffes of their 
Country, by living upon the mortgage i 
of an half-ruined d people, | 


— it will not be thus; we can 
never be fo much miſtaken in the prin- 
ciples of action in the great members 
of the preſent Adminiſtration, Whoſe 
conduct, we hope, will be tranſmitted 
to all Ages as the higheſt inſtances of 
the love of their Country; and the hi- 
ſtory of the preſent Reign be recorded 
as the example of all future Kings and 
Miniſters, as having led the way to 
fave a numerous, brave, and generous 
people from ruin; and at a time when 
their Country was ſinking into the ex- 
| . treme 


. teme of Diſtreſs, by the oppreſſion 


1 % 
u of 


agcumulated hurthens, they nobly ſtept 
forth and proclaimed, by the diſin- 


15 terefted. greatneſs. of; their lives, that 


whoeyer. dedicates himſelf, to the ſer- 
vice of, his Country, ſhould. confider, it 


bw © «paar and unable to requite his 
ſerxyices, and that the application. a No 

bleman gives 0 the Common Good of TE 
his n is above all _ 


Heiß nt tg goxern, * 8 


Mig e meer, Ingratjnde, and, 20, hear 


the, Ridicyle, or, Reproach, of the Great 

2% BL fs Yulgar ; if, the ſacrifice a Stateſ- 
ps men den not. pring from gene: 

18 motives, the 267 he, acts is is. fooliſh 


ff 


e bſprd, The only. true, priaciples 
of. action d arg, the l loye, of Glory. and the 
ardor, of Virtue, | Aguazed, by theſe, in: 
ehre, of... nt, moment is it how 


gur; © Jeryices, are recciyed 2... The IE: 


W geb of a Van does Sete 


; "Oe" 
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pend. upon the caprice c of a Muldirude. : 


The Common Man, indeed, may be 
induced, by the hopes of hire, to ſpend, 
his Life i in Leia 44 a pittance to 
maintain it. But a Man of Rank born 
10 afflnence, when he relinquiſhes, the 
indulgence of eaſe and plenty, and vo- 
luntarily devotes himſelf to fatigue in 
the ſervice of his Country, he greatly 
derogates from the dignity of his cha- 
racter, 3 and the generoſi ty | of the act, 


that d defires wages for it; it is depreci- 
ated by payment. The Man of Family 


and Fortune, who, attends to the advan- 
tage of, Salary, finks himſelf to an qua- 
lity with the Mercenary. Slave; nor is 
the caſe altered by the Quantity c of Re- 


ward, He Who thus apprailes his ta- 


19 


91 expence of his Country 8 Induſtry, is to 


ite full ; as venal as the Soul that ſells it- 


1 


ot for a Piece of Money. bt 
e * 


lents, and converts them to profit at the 
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| Allurements of. Ambition. "Honours and 


Titles, what are they. but Wages? He. 


who , defir tres chem, has his Hire. | Gen- 


1 13 


8 of _ abilities must either giue or 
fell themſefves, ta the Service of their A 


Country. The former is the. a& of 
Freedom; ;the latter, of Slavery, and 


. y 8 name of. a Nableman. 3 


%# 2.4 + * 46 


OO 


B 
And =" of , 2 rich Maier of State 


3 


8 Gold not be independent upon his 


Private Fortune, 8 unleſs he conde- 
ſcended to live in, all the plain cſs 25 
manners of an AUGUSTUS, 


mi ght not fd it attended 2 1 Fra 


10 i 


1 to his rank, Sept in the 


$: 
53S #48 £4 | 


- opinion . of thoſe empty adimirers | of | 


13 £1 


gilded Folly, yy hoſe applauſe muſt ever 


be the. cen ſure * all the Wile, and 
Good. And if 2 Chancellor off the 


Exchequer, or *a ä of State, 
Was 


| . 189, J. 
was to allow himſelf but one Houſe 
and two Servants to attend him in it, 
if by. the force .of his Example his. 
Maſter's 8 Treaſury, was kept full, in- 
ſtead of empty, and the Peop le flou- 
riſhing and brave, inſtead of. Poor and 
Aipited, it is probable, every. Foreign 
Nation, would Fay more deference to 
a Prince, who, \ was ſerved by. ſuch Mi- 
nifters, than ever. they have been found 
to do to thoſe, who have allowed 
their time and their wealth to be ſpent / 


in uſeleſs and en ſhew. 


| 1 
1 13 
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1 And whenever c our ir Country i IS blefſed 
: with an Adminiſtration, who truly, diſ- 
cover that they act ſuperior 10 ſelfiſh _ 
i objects, and with a manly fortitude 
expreſs their abhorrence of that vain 
grandeur which is ſo. impertinent to 
men of real bufineſs ; thoſe. who "Ire 
led by Ambition and Ararice,” to cla- 
N mour 


— Sage tf 
n 


. 
hin 4 fick of. their purſuits, 
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fall from the hand of "the 


1 
$ 


bribe 1 


Corruptor, and one half of che in. 
centives to 78 Wealth by wicked 


| means . al 
TP 4 


loſt, when. | Ke Firſt 
aracters the Slate only look for 
cir. Pes in t 4 Wiſdom and 


Yirtve of their lives. | Men "of 5 
Dignity w will then be known kom 
falſe. 
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The PTY of theſe will not 
ſurvive the taſte of their Coach-ma- 
ker and the Colour of their Livery ; 

halt che Names of the former = 
2 5 "WE amongſt thoſe Kings and 
Stateſmen Who are renowned for the 
love of. their Country, and their Ac- 
tions tranſmitted to all Ages to come; 
with the Hiſtory of thoſe that have de- 
voted their lives to the good of Mil- 


lions, 


3 5191 J. 
lions, and have been ſo | highly 
voiced f their Maker 45 to bet BY 
his willing Ltr me 2 "Beſs" ; 
kind. 
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"iP 8. Wün- en "on Miki 1 1518 
; gtektlysstbr over-rated the e quantity of Grain 
conſumed by the Dilter9: i calling * i 


Two hund red-and-fifty thoufand Ovar- 


ters; when the account given to the 


Committee the other day, fays it wilt 


not exceed. from 13 5888 to. 5 50, 606 
| rene” en Bi 


1 ib certain Mike one Quarter of Grain 


is made uſe of for every three pounds 


of the Revenue ariſing from the Malt 
Diftillery, and the whole ſum being laſt 
year 450,000 J. it follows that there 
could not be much more than 1 50,000. 
quarters conſumed in that part of the 
Diſtillery upon which the Duty is charge- 


able; - 


r 2 
3 4 


Hp 


ters, uſed each. year, in, maki 
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al But then the, Grain uſed i in the Dife 


tilleri es. for Expartation, is is left out of che 


account: When this is added to the 


| „ upon which the Duty is paid, 
it is certain the whole will not be leſs 


than #wo; kundred-and- hfty. thouſand quar- 


ſpirits, for Home Conſumption and Ex- 


Portation: and were the evidence taken 


from the people who actually ph the 


Grain to this pernicious purpoſe, there 


is reaſon to believe that the quantity de- 
ſtroyed i in the Diſtil-Houſes, in and about 


London only, will be found to exceed 


250,000 quarters-cach, year. And ſup- 


poſing. the annual average produce to be 


right, as it was ſtated to the Committee, 
it appears that the Diſtillery conſumes 
more than one thirty- fifth part of the 


Grain uſed in making the Bread and 
Beer for the Inhabitants of the whole 


Kingdom, and therefore muſt affect the 
: general 


Malt 
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x me 
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general average price of Grain more than 


the bare proportion of the quantity taken 


8 the neceflary fupply. 


| But to dedu the quantity of Grain 
noi deſtroyed by the Diſtillery, from 


the ſhort Crop of the preſent year, it 


muſt create 4 much greater advance in 


the price of the Grain uſed in making 


Beer and Bread than thoſe who : are fup- 


ported by the Piſtitlery or the Rereiwe, 
may be willing to admit. 


It muſt be ſome time before any con- 


fiderable ſupply of American Corn can 
poſſibly arrive, and our Prices muſt be 
much higher before any part of Europe 


will be tempted to allow their Grain to 


come to our Markets, and during the 
delay, the Pir of the Diftillery | is at 5 
lowing up our own produce with unabat- 
ing greedineſs, and the expectation of 
being ſtopped, occafions the Grain to be 


taken away from the Markets and tranſ- 


ne into Liquid Fi Ire with double dili- 


0 | Oo. gence. 
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ence. And ſuppoſing the otphibitian of . 
the Malt Diſtillery, ſhould not take place 
till March or April next, thoſe who know 
the quantity of Corn it requires, to glut 
the mouths of the Stills in and about Lon- 
don, have a well grounded apprehenfion 
for what all beſide will think an abſurdi- 
ty—that the diſtreſs of the enſuing year, 
will actually be encreaſed by the endea- 
vours a benevolent Prince recommended 
to be uſed for the relief of his people. 
And if a regard to the Duty paid by the 
Diſtillery, prevails over every conſidera- 
tion for ſtopping it, the alarm that has 
been given to that opulent branch, will 
make its unbounded graſp conſume more 
Corn from this time, till the uncertain 
crop of next year is reaped, than in all 
probability | will be imported into the 
Kingdom within that period. 
And were we certain that Corn and 
Proviſions would arrive in our ports, with 
2 diſpatch anſwerable to the praiſe-worthy 
diligence 


6 


diligence of Government, in paſſing the 
laws for their importation, what is to 
follow from thence ? When thoſe foreign 
ſupplies are bronght to our relief, they 
are not to be given away to the poor and 
diſtreſſed ; and i it is certain that thouſands 
of unemployed working people are total- 
ly without money to buy their proviſions; 
when the wheels of our Commerce are 
ſo over-loaded with the public burdens, 
as to ſtop many of the ſubordinate Trades, 
the Manufacturing People are at once 
without work and Money, and when 
this is the caſe, Proviſions are equally out 
of their reach were the prices as mode- 
rate as the moſt ſanguine expectation 
could propoſe: But at this time ſcarcity 
and high-priced Proviſions concur with 
want of-employment and an inability to 
| procure them. The common people in 
London generally live in Luxury com- 
pared with the country poor in all our 


Manufacturing Towns. es 
The 


This week the” ede worker - 
FH 4 a very populous diſtrict of the capital, 


have gone 4 begging in little companies 


to the houſes of their former employers : 


great indeed then mult be the diſtreſs of 


thofe whoſe ſituation is always worſe ; 


hat muſt be their miſery when they be- 


gin to feel the effects of hunger and win- 
ter, with united ſeverity : ? In one month's. 
time may begin to appear, the Taft effefts 
of 'thar policy which would maintain an 
enormous public expence, by the conti- 


nuance of a Revenue infupportable to 


the people, whoſe accumulating diſtrefs 


and ruin, with that of the Rite, whoſe 
Arength-they are, nothing can prevent, 
but a ſubſtantial 1 reduction of the preſent 


charge of Government to its Zubſects. 
Lo N DON, . 
December 5, 1772. 


Errata, page 104, line 3, for conducts read conduct. 
117, line 15, for bride read bribe. 
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